SEARCHING the SCRIPTURES

"Search the Scriptures! for in them ya
think ye have eternal life: and thay are
they which testify of me’ — John 5:39

'DEVOTED TO THE SEARCH FOR DIYIME TRUTH'

Thesa were mora nobla than thoss In
Thessalonica in that they received the
ward with all readineza of mind, and
gaarched the scriptures daily, whetber

1
those things were 80 Acts 17:11
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SICKENING STORY OF CHILD ABUSE

Human atrocities are as old as the human race.
Brutality has been the method of man's vengeance
against his enemies, but it has also been the game
for pleasure to those fiends whose sensual minds have
reached the very depth of depravity. The heinous
torture of any human being is sickening to a sane and
sensible human being, but the torture of infants and
small children is more unbearable.

In the Tanga Tribune-Times of Sunday, March 11,
1973, page 3-C, Tom Inglis, associate editor of the
Tampa Times, pictured some recent cases of child
abuse that would chill the blood of the average reader
of such journals as Searching The Scriptures. Per-
haps | should say that such stories make our blood
boil in anger at such inhuman treatment and injus-
tice in this "land of the free." _ ] )

Mr. Inglis wrote under the heading: " Sickening
Sory Behind Child Abuse Headlines' and cited a
case of a Hillsborough County man charged with
throwing children away—" physically throwing an 8-
year-ol dqwl off Interdate 75 and down an embank-
ment, and a 3-year-old boy into a canal,” which made
headlines during the past week. But he says this is
not an unusual situation to the police and social
workers who have worked with the problem. )

Mr. Inglis also said that it was the opinion of M gjor
Walt Heinrich, head of the Hillsborough Sherift's
Department's division of crime prevention, that the
brutality toward children was showing a sharp in-
crease. Heinrich is quoted as sgi/ln% I'm afraid if
the truth of this situation were really known — if we

had a real picture of the savagery involved — it
would make the Hollywood horror film industry seem
pale by comparison.”” He recalled one case where the
mother of an 8-month-old girl was taken to a local
hospital for treatment for what the mother sad was
"afall." After examination the attending physician
called the authorities because the examination
showed several partially healed fractures of arms,
legs, elbows and shoulders, indicating that the limbs
had been twisted and beaten. He said some children
have had their skulls fractured, flogged with electric
cords, and some had their hands held on hot stoves.
Some receive electric shocks as punishment. This is
hard to believe, but the evidence is available to sup-
port the statements. _ o

Mr. Inglis states that Horida has led the nation in
establishing some machinery to handle the problem.
During the past year more than 19,000 calls have
been received on the Sate Child Abuse hatline. Al-
most 1,700 of these cals were from Hillsborough
County. In 19 cases in Horida lagt year the calls came
too late; the children were already dead when author-
ities were notified. ) _ )

This ﬁhyscal abuse of children is shocking and
raises the anger and indignation of every decent
barent and every sane man and woman in any Civi-
ized society. Any man or woman who will so maltreat
a child is a coward and a senseless beast. But why do

ents shamefully abuse their children? There must
some cause.

| am convinced that the real blame must be placed
a the root of the whole problem: the leaders of our
society and the philosophy they have imposed upon
the whole nation_by evetX means of communication
known to us. This great American society; the lead-
ers of the free world; the most powerful nation on
earth; the richest and best educated somet%/ in the
world! This is the society that produces such shock-
ing situations as the big, strong adult men and women
brutally beating, torturing and killing their infant
and small children. But why? How are the leaders of
this great nation to blame for this problem?

| am convinced that there are five contributing
factors involving the leaders of our present society
which breed such fiendish characters as we have
mentioned before. These are: 1) The philosophies
taught by secular and religious educators; 2) the
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corruption and hypocrisy practiced and tolerated
among the leaders of society and the people them-
sdves; 3) the emphasis on moral corruption, sex and
pleasures of the world; 4) the emphasis on material
wealth while ignoring the more important needs of
man; and 5) the gnorance of and rebellion against
Almighty God by all elements of our someéy.

The educators of the land have planted the seed
for such brutality by insisting that man evolved from
beasts and then encouraging him to act like beasts
by their own behaviour. The morals from such philos-
ophy is bound to produce the brutal thinking and
conduct that we have been reading about. _

_ The leaders of government from the highest office
in the land to the least significant office is the smallest
hamlet in the land either is or has been corrupted by
bribery, scandal and every kind of immoral conduct.
The law makers have enacted loosg, liberal laws that
tend to protect evil men and women who abuse chil-
dren, and tie the hands of law enforcement officers.
The judicial system, primed and ruled by the Su-

reme Court of the United States, have thrown down
aws to punish criminals, and upheld the "rights" of
evil parents to beat and kill their own children. These
are not reckless statements. They can be proved by
the facts day by day.

The leaders of society on all levels have demanded
the legalizing and wide use of alcohoal, drugs and vio-
lence, and the use of these drugs is so general that we
hardly expect anything from society in general but
irresponsibility. _

The great emphasis on sex and the bold, shameless
exposure of nakedness in public entertainment, in the
movies, on T.V., the pornography and all phases of
our society is tolerating and encouraging this sort of
thing. Legalized abortion now makes it easy to en-
gage in illicit sex and destroy the life of the unborn
to cover their sin or escape the responsibility of rear-
ing a child. And do not tell me the Supreme Court
Judges are competent to judge what life and death is
and when God places that life in the physical body.
Tege(%rare about the least qualified group of men, as
| s of our society, to make such decisions on this
issue as the){1 have made. Parents who are told that
the%/ have the legal rulght (and assume the moral
right) to take the life of an unborn_child, will soon
have little regard for the child's rights after he is
born. Why should they not torture and brutally beat
the child after he is born, if they have the rlg)ht to
destroy the life before he comes into the world *

The heathen lust for immoral sex has amost taken
this nation. Remember Sodom and Gomorrah! Im-
moral sex affairs contributes to child abuse in more
than one way.

In the same issue of the Tampa Tribune-Times,
e 8-B, an article is found from U, date-lined
rom DelLand, Horida, about State Attomey Stephen
L. Boylesfiling a petition seeking to close a school for
problem children called Green Valley Schooal, located
near Orange City. The petition charged that the 78
students are allowed free sex relations which are
"openly condoned.” ] _
he article said about 50 officers raided the place
before dawn February 10 and arrested Headmaster
Ronald E. Nowicki on charges of false imprisonment
and three staff members on charges of possession of
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marijuana. The sexual relations are openly condoned,
and "every female child student at Green Valle
Schoal is required to take birth control pills, regard-
less of age." _ _

The petition also stated that boys and ffglrls swim
together in the nude in the presence of staff members,
and live in sexuall mtegrated housing units with no
staff supervision. In addition to this, pornographic
literature is placed in the Green_VaI_Iey_Ilbra[y for
the students. Additional information is given in the
article of "cruel modes of punishment” which is in-
humane. _ _ _ _

All I have said to this point has to do with the
physical and moral abuse of children by their parents
and guardians. It is enough to make every decent
citizen of this great country rise up in protest and
do something about it. But there is a soul in the body
of that child. Why do we not become greatly con-
cerned and incensed when parents brutally mistreat
the spiritual and moral rights of their children?
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If possible | have more disgust and intolerance for
the ﬂarents who abuse their children by failing to
teach them right from wrong and instill the moral
and spiritual truth from God that will equip them to
face life with success and hold the hope of eternal
life when this one has ended. This is aright of every
child. No parent has the right to take it from him or
to brutally beat and twist his spiritual and moral

Ing. o

The parents who use their child as an excuse not
to obey the Lord, do not deserve the blessing of hav-
ing children. Parents who fail to give their children
the proper training in the word of God, and who do
not set the right example for them in life are in the
same class with that parent who physically maltreats
his child with his fists or with electric cords. The
physical man will soon perish from this earth, but
the spirit will live somewhere for eternity.
If your child suffers spiritual death — the second
death — the lake of fire and brimstone, it will be be-
cause you abused your child by not teaching him
God's eternal truth. If you really love your child,
provide for his spiritual and moral > Just as you
do for his physical needs. Think about it seriously.
_____________________________ O [ ——

SEARCHING THE SCRIPTURES
HAS NEW OWNER AND EDITOR

June 1, 1973 will mark the beginning of a new
chapter in the life of Searching The Scriptures.
Brother Connie W. Adams of Louisville, Kentucky
has purchased this publication and will take the
editorial chair June |, 1973. Further details of this
transfer of ownership and editorship will appear in
the next issue.

| shall continue to write regularly and will hold
the same interest in the paper and its objectives to
teach God's eternal truth as | have endeavored to
do since Its beginning in January, 1960.

Connie W. Adams is my very dear friend of
nearly a quarter of a century and a very capable
man. He deserves and should expect the same sup-
port and encouragement from the many readers of
Searching The Scriptures that | have enjoyed from
the beginning. | have full confidence in the future of
this paper under his editorial guidance.

The next issue will be my last to edit and pub-
lish, and at that time brother Connie W. Adams and
| shall give more detailed information about this
announcement of transfer of ownership.

H. E. Phillips
0

WORSHIP IN
SPIRIT AND
IN TRUTH

THE KIND OF MUSIC HASBEEN SPECIFIED

When visitors atend the services of the Church of
Christ one thing they notice that is different from
other religious savices is that the use of instru-
mental music is absent. There is a good reason why
this is true. However, the reason is not what some
might think. (1) It is not absent because we do not
like instrumental music. Many of us listen to instru-
mental music and play it in our homes and automo-
biles. (2) It is not absent from our services because
we have no one to play them. Many of the brethren
and sigers are good musicians. Some are even teach-
ers of instrumental music. (3) It is not because we
can not afford to have an instrument. Brethren can
afford from the financial standpoint just about any-
thing they want. If they wanted an instrument, the
cost would not prohibit it.

Snce none of the above are the reason why
Churches of Christ do not have instruments in their
services, what is the reason?

NEW TESTAMENT IS SPECIFIC

The New Testament does not just authorize music.
If it did then any number of things that some people
call music would be permissible in the services.

When the matter of music in the New Testament
conﬁreﬁlatlon came under consideration, the writers
of the New Testament by the Holy Spirit specified
the kind of music that was to be directed by the con-
gregation to the Lord. That specified kind was not
instrumental; it was singing. When God gives us
specific ingtructions, if we obey him we have no
choice in the matter. If we choose to do something
else, we disobey him rather than obey him.

SINGING INCLUDED; INSTRUMENTAL EXCLUDED

~ When the New Testament specifies "singing” this
is dl that is included. The specific "sing" excludes
|olay|ng instruments. To illustrate, consider the fol-
owing chart:

CASE GENERAL

SPECIFIC

Ark. Gen. 6 yak, pine, gopher  gopher

rabbit, horse, red heifer

red heifer

Purification
Num. 19
River Jordan

Naaman. river, sea, lake

||. K;.'lll_ll'_:-\- b




MNew lestament
Church — I ai

Worship

Lphn. 5:lY

(1) Ark. When God told Noah to build the ark in
Gen. 6, had God given him general instructions to
build the ark of "wood" any number of kinds of wood
like oak, pine or gopher would have pleased God.
However, God specified "%%%her wood" and no other
kind of wood would have n acceptable. (Ketcher-
side and company can make fun of this argument
and illustration, but we would rather see them an-
swer Itl.%.l o

(2) Rurification. God told Moses and Aaron con-
cerning the offering for purification in Numbers 19.
God did not tell them to take an "animal" for had
he said this, a rabbit, horse or heifer would have
met the demands of the Lord. God said, however,
that they were to "bring thee a red heifer without
spot, wherein is no blemish, and upon which never
came yoke" (Num. 19:2). This red heifer was a spe-
cific kind of animals all other animals were elimi-
nated. The specific "red heifer" included only a "red
heifer" so described; it ruled out any other animal,

3) Naaman. When God instructed Naaman in
order to be cleansed of his leprosy that he was to dip
seven times in Jordan, this was not general instruc-
tion, but specific instruction. General instructions
vyould have permitted Naaman to have dipped in an
river, sea or lake. When he was told " Go and was
in Jordan seven times (I1 Klngs 5:10) that excluded
any other body of water. Jordan was included and
all others were excluded. )

(4) Blind M an. Had Jesus made clay of the spittle
and anointed the eyes of the blind man in John 9
and told him to "go wash" and stopped there, any
Elace of washing would have been fine. However, the

ord said, " Go, wash in the pool of Sloam." Sloam
was a specific pool and excluded every other pool,
river or lake. He would not have obeyed Christ if he
had gone to some other place of washing.

Most people can understand the above principle.
AppsIK_ this same ﬁrlnmple to the matter of music in
worship and we have the truth as taught by and in
the New Testament.
~ (5) Worship. When the New Testament author-
izes the music in the worship of the Church of
Chrigt, it says "smg" (Matt. 26:30; Mark 14:26;
Acts 16:25; | Cor. 14:15; Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16; Rom.
15:9; Heb. 2:12; James 5:13). Sing is a specific kind
of music. Being specific, sing excludes playing on in-
struments. If the command were to make music,
then any kind would please God; when the kind is
sm(];nng having been specified, all other kinds are
excluded. _

Thosethat respect the authority of the New Testa-
ment scriptures will "sing" in worship; those that
had rather have what they want and like rather than
whgt God has sad will continue to play when God
sad "sing."

0 -———I

| MARVEL

Galatians 1:6

WHAT ABOUT BUS RIDER FROM OTION?
Bill Goodpasture

Brother Goodpasture preaches for the Park
Street congregation, Bowling Green, Ky., and is
the author of the following article that appeared
in the AMm Foundation on January 30th of this
year. He knew the article was controversial and
will not be surprised that | answer. There is
nothing personal involved but it reflects the two
attitudes that are everywhere today. One, a cry
for cokes and cupcakes and the other a cry for
the sword of the Spirit. JPM

"I am convinced that a successful bus ministry is
based to a large degree on promotion. Our first route
began over aterritory where buses from five denomi-
national churches were established. By sheer deter-
mination we averaged 21 riders for the first four
months. .Then one day we gave out cokes to the chil-
dren as they left the bus. Word spread like wildfire.
The next week we jumped to a record 31. We fol-
lowed with homemade cupcakes to the children and
the next week the bus attendance reached 41. The
next week we hit 54. A high of 74 was reached on one
bus when the university students joined hands with
the bus workers to give to the bus riders a pre-Hal-
loween Party on Saturday. Immediately after this
promotion | saw a local Baptist church bus arive in
the housing project area at the same time as our bus.
We picked up over 20 riders while they picked up
none. Sx months earlier they had dominated this

ea.

Questions aways arise as to the ethics and scrip-
turalness of such promotion. Isit right to use reward
motivations to get people to come to church? Isn't
the church then in the entertainment business? Do
not your riders come for the loaves and fishes ?

| believe reward motivation is a valid and integral
part of the bus ministry. | believe further that a dis-
tinction needs to be made between reward motiva-
tions and "gimmicks." One denominational bus min-
istry had a promotion called "Gold Fish Sunday."
Snce gold is typical of heaven they gave each child
present a free gold fish. Another bus minister prom-
Ised to swallow a gold fish from the pulpit if a certain
number was surpassed on the buses. One church gave
away canaries, mKnah birds and Siamese kittens. It
seems that the whole purpose of the ministry, that
of evangelism, has been logt in such promotions.”
(continued)

° |
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SOME YOUNG PEOPLE

Srvon Lo
P.0O. Box BGE6
Hartselle, Ala. 36640

~ Some young people are wiIIingT workers in bear-
ing their share of home responsibilities and in earn-
ing. Others prefer making selfish demands of par-
ents, and stealing as a way of supplementing their
allowance. There is certainly a great difference in
these two groups. Parents, neighbors, and the com-
munity should be very much aware of the difference.
It would be unfair to count them all as one group
while speaking disparagingly of "these young peo-
ple." Some understand the need for industry and
m_tegrlty, while the undisciplined, wild element
think the world owes them a living.

It is always pleasant to know young people who
honor their parents, and who are glad to be led by
their counsel. These are the students who respect
their teachers and the officers of the law. These who
have learned to respect authority are the ones who
%%ra be easily taught to respect and obey the law of

It is frightening to realize that there are tens of
thousands of sons and daughters who are willing to
curse their parents as they rebel against their re-
strictions for these are the rebels who make de-
mands of teachers, throw rocks and shout obsceni-
ties a policemen, and make up the mobs that burn
and loot in complete disregard for life and property

rights.

grhe hope of the future lies in the stable, respect-
ful, industrious, and righteous youth of our land.
The fear of the future Is the wrecking crew who
know how to complain, destroy, defy, and rob. All
these young people were born as innocent, helpless
infants with great potential. Their differences in
character were acquired rather than inherited.
Those on the one hand are as capable as those on the
other. Poverty or affluence do not make the differ-
ence, either, because people from all economic
%:oups_ can be found in the wrecking crew and among
the builders. o _
~ The success of parents in bringing the children
into subjection with all gravity in their early aYears
is_basic in building the good citizenship we all ad-
mire. Those who fall so in love with money are too
busy to discipline, love, teach, and show their chil-
dren the right way. The little ones are lost by neg-
lect or default. Are parents who neglect their home
responsibilities good citizens even if they are excel-
lent workers in industry or honest, efficient busi-
ness men? Let first things be gflyen first place.

The bitter hate of the rebellious wrecking crew

rows out of neglect of discipline and teaching in
those early years of development, and in their awak-

ening to the greed, hypocrisy, and vulgarity of the
adult leaders. Even leaders in rellglous groups may

provide liquor for their guests, and prove unfaithfu
to the marriage law, and still pose as model citizens.
America has no more precious raw material than our
young people. They must not be neglected. They need
examples, attention, teaching, and discipline.
Parents, if your children are in that wonderful age
of innocence, give yourselves to the task of bringin

them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.
Help them realize that it is not necessary for them
to make all the mistakes for themselves, and that it
IS not necessary for them to test again the often
tesed law of sowing and reaping (Gal. 6:7-10). Ma
terialism is threatening to destroy the home, the
church, the schools, the community, and the nations
of the whole earth. We should give more attention
to the spiritual needs. Awake!

There are some young people who have, fortun-
ately, been taught the sacred writings since child-
hood so that they enter into adult life with un-
feigned faith and with knowledge that makes sava-
tion possible. They learn of the goodness of God
which leads them into godly sorrow for their sins.
This godly sorrow leads to r: ance. Penitent be-
lievers, with proper love for God and knowledge of
His word, are glad to be baptized for remission of
sins. Such young people have made entrance into the
Ir_1<']51rrow way of truth and holiness which leads unto
ife.

These wdll tau%ht and well disciplined young
ple are the most highly blessed young people of the
whole earth because they have learned to respect
and profit from the wise counsel of the God who
made us. They can be led by the Bible to the more
abundant life, receiving a hundredfold here, with
some slander and ridicule, and eternal life after
death. They are blessed, and they become channels
of blessings to their families, their neighbors, and
to the church. No state could have better citizens.

Other young people are not so blessed. To them
the Bible is an old, strange book that is unworthy
of belief. The Bible is wonderfully relevant to the
needs of today, if they but knew it. It is as appro-
ﬁrlate in America today as it was in Israel nineteen

undred years ago. That is one evidence of its in-
spiration. ) )

There are several reasons for marking the Bible
as old, strange, and unworthy of belief. One of these
reasons is ignorance. Some glance at it and come up
with strange impressions. If they knew it better
they would appreciate it more. This is certain. The
will of God, as revealed through His word is of great
value in the eyes of those who know most about it.
Children of religious parents may be pathetically
ignorant of the Bible if the parents are careless.

me parents seem to assume that their children
will inherit knowledge. It does not come that way.

Another reason for the failure of some to see the
beauty of holiness and to appreciate the Bible is that
sin is contagious. The influence of the animal like
atheists has many ways of reaching out to yo%rag
America. The lyrics and music of the most degrad-
ing songs grlve one avenue of approach of a deadly
influence. Those who think most of these ungodly
songs think less of the Bible. Do your children de-
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light in the songs of the rebels ? Do you realize what
the words of these songs are?

Influences that enslave people to alcohol, drugs,
lust, violence, and a life of crime make it so they
must disbelieve the Bible for their own peace of
mind. They must believe that there is no day of
reckoning when they will give account for their

eeds. The wish is sad to be the father of the belief.
In this case the wish is the father of the unbelief.

Children do not know how to state in words the
things they most need. It is the duty of parents and
friends of youth to see that they are taught, loved,
disciplined, and led by example. One very worthy
petition for the youngLand old of today is "deliver
us from evil." What kind of associates, TV pro-
grams, etc., do your children enjoy? Are you a good
teacher and a good example to them?

Irven Lee
P.O. Box 866
Hartselle, Alabama 35640
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TORTURED SCRIPTURES

Guihrie Dean

| call your attention to three words which describe
the false teacher's abuse of the word of God.

1 Gal. 1:6-7 "I marvel that ye are so. soon re-
moved from him that called \X/ou into the grace of
Christ unto another gospel: Which is not another;
but there be some that trouble you, and would
PERVERT the gospel of Christ.” PERVERT (me-
tastrepho) means "to turn about, turn around. To
turn one thing into another." — Thayer, Page 406.

2. 1l Peter 3:15-16 "And account that the long-
suffering of our Lord is salvation; even as our be-
loved brother Paul also according to the wisdom
given unto him hath written unto you; As also in
all his epistles, speaking in them of these things;
in which are some things hard to be understood,
which they that are unlearned and unstable WREST,
as they do also the other scriptures, unto their own
destruction." WREST (strebloo) means. "Twisted.
Lat. tortuosus; hence an instrument of torture); to
twist, turn away; to torture, put to the rack.
Metaph. to pervert. Of one who wrests or tortures
Ianguggg to a false sense, 1l Peter 3:16." — Thayer,

e 590.

. 11 Cor. 2:17 "For we are not as many, which
CORRUPT the word of God: but as of sincerity, but
as of God; in the sight of God speak we in Christ."
CORRUPT (kapeleuo): "An inn-keeper; esp. of a
vintner; a petty retailer; a huckster, peddler; to be
a retailer; to peddle. Which Ace. of the thing, to
make money by selling anything; to get sordid
galn by dealing in anythln?,_ to do a thing for
base gain. Hence Il Cor. 2:17 is equiv. to do trade
in the word of God, i.e., to try to get base gain by
teaching di- vine truth. But as peddlers were in
the habit of adulterating their commodities for the
sake of gain, the word I1n Il Cor. 2:17 means to
corrupt, to adul-

terate"— Thayer, Pages 324-325. (This quote is
abbreviated. See original text.)

Thus, false religious teachers are known to per-
vert, to turn one thing into another, to wrest, to
turn’ away, to torture [anguage to a false sense, to
c?rétcj)gt, to adulterate for the sake of gain, the word
0 )

. SOME MOTIVES FOR CHANGING THEWORD
OFGOD

1. Forgain. Il Cor. 2:17.

2 Through ignorance. "Unlearned." 11 Peter 3:16.

3 Insta_blllt%. "Unstable.” Il Peter 3:16.

4. Forcing the Scriptures to prove something they
are already teaching and practicing. "And he said
unto them, Y e are they which justify yourselves
before men ..." (Luke 16:15, etc.).

II. EXAMPLES OF SCRIPTURES THAT ARE
TORTURED (PUT TO THE RACK) BY
FALSETEACHERS =

1 Isaiah 52:15 to justify sprinkling. The Hebrew
word, nazah, means "to startle,” and has nothin
to do with sprinkling water on people. Revis

Standard reads: "So shall he startle many nations

2. Luke 15:25 usedto judtify instrumental music
in the church. Music (Gk. sumphonia) means sym-
hony, harmony. The same word used in | Cor. 7:5
'defraud ye not one the other, except it be with
CONSENT for atime." And in Il Cor. 6:15 "and
what CONCORD hath Christ with Belial?' No one
can prove that music in Luke 15:25 refers to me-
chanical instruments, nor that this typifies such in
the Lord's church.

3. Revelation 1:11 used to prove many churches.
It is highly likely that the apostle Paul established
all seven of these churches. Would he build seven
different opposing denominations; teaching seven
different, conflicting doctrines? These were all the
same. All "churches of Christ." Romans 1:16. See
Gal. 1.22, RSV ., €c. _ _

4. Psalms 51:5 to prove inborn sin. "Behold, |
was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did my mother
conceive me." This does not affirm that David was
born a sinner; but that he was SHAPEN in iniquity,
and CONCEIVED in sin. Some higorians &firm that
he was illegitimate. | don't know. But he could have
been born into a world of sin, without being a sinner;
ust as one could be born in a potato patch without

eing a potato. Children are without sin. See M att.
18:4, 19:14, etc.

5. Ephesians 2:8-9 used to show that God does
not require good works for salvation. But verse ten
continues: "For we are his workmanship, created
in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath be-
fore ordained that we should walk in them."” Also
Paul said: "Work out your own salvation with fear
and trembling." Phil. 2:12. So evidently two differ-
ent kinds of works are under consideration. Works
of merit condemned, works of obedience to God af-
firmed. In this latter sense: "faith without works
is dead." James 2:26. _

6. Hebrews 5:4 used to prove direct call to the
ministry. Without direct intervention, or miracle,
man is called by the gospel. Il Thess, 2:14.

7. Romans 10:13 used to prove aliens are saved
through prayer. "Caling on the name of the Lord"
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includes doing all that the Lord requires. In case of
the alien sinner, he is admonished to: "arise, and be
baptized, and wash awa thg/ sins, calling on the
name of the Lord." Acts 22:16.

_ 8 Acts 6:3 used to prove that the church can go
into the profit-making business. Business (chrela)
%n?elans "necessity, need, duty." Thayer, Pages 670-

9. Luke 10:34-35 used to prove church donations
to a human institution. A reading of the parable
will show that no church is mentioned nor inferred.

10. | Corinthians 11:26 used to disprove weekly
communion. This verse does not state the time of
observance, but Acts 20:7 says "upon the first da
of the week." The early church "continued sted-
fastly in breaking bread." Acts 2:42. Stedfastly;
when the church was gathered together; and upon
the first day of the week. _ _

11. | Corinthians 1:17 used to disprove baptism.
Paul thanked God that he had not baptized these
lest theg should say they had been baptized in his
name. But they had all been baptized (Acts 18:8)
or they would not have been in the church (I Cor.
t1hZ:1t3.).tEven Paul had baptized some of these. Read

etext.

CONCLUSON: Let us dways deal honestly with
the Scriptures. Let us love it, live it in our lives,
and always seek to handle aright the word of truth.

1900 Lind Ft.
Smith, Ark.

AUTHORITY, INDUCTION AND EXAMPLES
Kheith Ward

This fall | received a mimeographed letter which
was co-authored by a close friend and an acquain-
tance. In the hope that they will repent, | have omit-
ted their names lest damage be done to their reputa-
tion and character. This letter has provoked much
study and thought and not a few tears. This letter
raises the question of why we establish authority
the way we do, reflecting the same basic doubts that
gtrgerlle all the diversions of the new liberals. They

e

Surely it is an oversimplification for the brother
who holds the view that his concept of binding
examples is the only true one to denounce any
and all who hold a differing view as apostates,
and rebels against God's authority. We are
firmly convinced that God requires only that His
children believe and obey His command- ments,
not the hay and stubble of human opin- ion about
unexplained New Testament examples. We ma
only demand compliance with principles whic
are presented as imperatives and declarations in
Holy Writ. Thisis our con-viction.
_They also dismiss some "proof-texts' we use to
bind the authority of examples by arguing that the
context refutes the commonly accepted exegesis.

EN OTE Examples do not bind; authority binds.
xamples illustrate the authority.

| agree with their position that | Cor. 11:1 refers
to Paul's whole manner of life as a Christian and
does not enjoin USto r his every deed. However,
when the Holy Spirit chooses the deed of an apostle
to illustrate a principle, | can but heed the inspired
command to imitate that which God approved.

They dismiss Phil. 4:9 as a comment on the vir-
tues listed in 4:4-8. However, the conjunction "and"
connecting "learned and received’ to " and saw
in me" denotes the equal importance of each as Pre
requisites to the promise, " The God of peace shall be
with you." Paul does command the Philippians to
follow his exam,ole_. o

In opposing Il Tim. 1:13 they are fighting a paper
dragon; this is not a passage used to "bind exam-
ples." Yet, Wh% do they think the scriptural state-
ment, "Hold the pattern of sound words' binds
"statements of doctring," but the statement "Be Ke
imitators of me" does not bind examples. Or, if the
examEIes_ recorded by inspired men are not binding
on Christians, why should the commandments re-
corded by them be binding? o

In their effort to present a convincing argument,
they have chosen the weakest p es on the au-
thority of examples and overlooked others. Their
case does not even hold water with their sdected

es. How can it handle these ? . )

In I Cor. 4:16, without qualification and with no
room for cries of "context”, Paul states, "l beseech
you therefore, be ye imitators of me"; and in verse
16, "I sent unto you Timothy ... who shall put you
in remembrance of my ways which are in Christ,
even as | teach everywhere in every church." Also
Paul told the Ephesian elders in Acts 20:35, "In all
things | gave you an example." Thus, Paul put him-
self forth as a model and taught the church to fol-
low his ways. ) )

The Hebrew writer commands in 6:12, "Be not
slu(?gls_h, but imitators of them who through faith

atience have inherited the promises.” Surely
the divinely inspired examples recorded in the New
Testament fall in this category. Certainly those of
Paul did. Again in Phil. 3:17 Paul commands, "Be
ye imitators together of me, and mark them that so
walk even as ye have us for an example." After di-
gressing to condemn those who do not walk after the
pattern, Paul returns to the subject of 3:17 in 4:1,
where he says, "So stand fast in the Lord my be
loved.” The Philippians were to stand fast in the
Lord by being imitators of Paul. _ o
The letter further states that inductive logic is of
no value in establishing authority because we must
make value judgments as to which examples aoprly
and in what particulars. The authors write: To
arrive at conclusions based on simple re-corded
facts and events, we must rely on purely inductive
reasoning. The only problem with such conclusions
is that they are never conclusive (i.e. necessary)
according to the rules of logic. Thisisinherently so
because we are required to make value judgments
concerning_the significance of the data we are
analyzing. Take Acts 20 for an illustration of the
problem. We bind the partaking of the Lord's
Supper on the first
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day of the week, but do not bind the using of an
upper chamber. | maintain that we must make the
same kind of judgments with commands. Which ones
apple/ to me: "Salute one another with a holy kiss"
gll or. 13:12), or "if she hath washed the saints
eet" (I Tim. 3:10), or "put not on two coats"
(Mak 6:8). We say these and other commands are
not applicable today because they refer to customs
or to soecific people, yet, they are commands, not
examples. Snce we use value judgment in determin-
ing which commands_are binding, then we cannot
deny the validity of principles drawn from examples
because value judgments are made in deriving these
principles.

Inductive logic develops in three stages: (1) one
observes particular occurrences {examples), 2) next
he notes the common truth (teaching) of these
occurrences, (3) then a general conclusion is
reached which is considered binding in all like cases.
The let-ter not only throws out the conclusions
reached, as liberal brethren have always done, but it
also denies the validity of the inductive method of
reaching those conclusions. No logician denies the
validity of induction. As a further deviation from
common sense, they would even deny the right to
use data drawn from observable instances of
examples (which data they call " hay and stubble™)

arguing that Jesus sad, "Keep ny
commandments,” not, "follow every example of my
apostles.”

Where will this road lead? These men would have
us sit down and clip all the precepts from the New
Testament, paste them on the wall and live by them.
But the commands were not given to us; they were
written in a foreign language by a Proup of Jews
1900 years ago! Y &t, it is only by following the ex-
ample of those who 1900 years ago kept the com-
mands that we know how to be saved today. For sal-
vation, Christians of the twentieth century must
depend on following the principles set forth by those
of the first century. We are not dependent on any-
one to reveal to us that of these principles some do
not apply, because we rely on the method of inter-
preting God's will used by the apostles themselves.

No one performed miracles & the council of Jeru-
salem (Acts 15), but the spokesmen did use in-
sta_n(%es of mdugtlve Ia)gl%: (trrllontﬁe thscte foIIovlyltHg
points correspond exactly to the three stages of the
Inductive method listed %ove): _

1 Peter's argument consists of rehearsing the
events which led him to preach the gospel to
the Gentiles, and Paul's involves merely re-
viewing the miracles he had performed among
the heathens.

2. James stated the truth common to both the
argument of Peter and that of Paul, namely,
that God accepted the Gentiles as they were.

3. This conclusion was applied universally
throughout the churches by not laying the bur-
den of the law on the Gentiles. )

In Truth magazine (1969), David Koltenbah said
of those who were questioning the accepted methods
of establishing authority, "The men who are pulling
out this thread may find one day they have unrav-
elled the entire suit they are wearing." Already the
suit is too small for them to wear It without em-
barrassment among informed Christians.

Principles induced from, the approved examples
of the New Testament are authoritative. Neverthe-
less, those who allow and bind freedoms beyond
what God permits, do not consider them authorita-
tive ; thus they seek to limit our freedom to worship
God as He commands. | exhort Christians every-
where to walk according to the examples of faithful
men and so inherit the promises of God. For there
are those who do not so walk and would lead you
astray, and | tell you "even weeping, that they are
the enemies of the crossof Christ."

Box 201, Horida College
Temple Terrace, Ha. 33612
—_— ) - —

T T R e S R G A
BAIT AND HOOK

Donald R. Givens

"How many Judases we have in these days, those
that kiss Christ yet betray Him; that in their words
profess Him, but in their works deny Him; that bow
their knee to Him, and yet in their hearts despise
him; that call Him Jesus, and yet they will not obey
Him for their Lord." (From ™ Precious Remedies
Against Satan's Devices' by Thomas Brooks, p. 9
to which book | am indebted for many of the
thoughtsin this article.)

Satan is a greedy deceiver who seeks to entangle
our souls in sin. Paul warns us to be not ignorant of
his devices (Il Cor. 2:11). The delicious bait wrapped
around the hook is not meant to be a good meal for
the fish, but is put there by the fisherman so that
he can catch the fish. The devil also has his snares
and hooks baited with enticing tidbits.

~The devil presents the shining golden cup but
hides the poison. He holds out the sweet and covers
up the bitter by hiding from the sinner the wrath
and eternal misery that will surely follow the prac-
tice of sin. Clever Satin hides the hook with prom-
ises of pleasure, profit, and prosperity; but he pays
the greatest agony, shame and loss.

KEEP YOUR DISTANCE

We must learn the lesson of keeping at the great-
est distance from temptations to sin. Do not pla
with the bait that the devil holds forth, or the hoo
will eventually snag you. We must hate sin as much
as we hate the HELL to which it leads (Rom. 12:9).
The wisest course to pursue when 3{0u are walking
near a pit, is to keep the greatest distance from it.
Potiphar's wife—flew

Joseph, when tempted b _
not tarry around "think-

from her presence. He di
ing itover" (Gen. 39:7-12). _
We cannot dine and dance with the devil, and then
think to sit down and sup in the kingdom with Abra-
ham, Isaac and Jacob. Bondservants of sin can look
forward to eternal loss and anguish of soul (John 8:
34-36). Do not be fooled by the deceitfulness of sin.
"Exhort one another day by day, so long as it is
called Today: lest any one of you be hardened by the
deceitfulness of sin" (Heb. 3:13). Sin, like Delilah,
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will smile on you but betray you into the everlasting
lake of fire. Followers and lovers of iniquity call evi
good, and good evil; sweet is bitter and bitter is
sweet; light is darkness and darkness they call light
(Isaiah 5:20).

PAINTING SIN WITH VIRTUE'S COLORS

One_of the most deceptive tricks of Satan is to
paint sin with the colors of righteousness and
ness. Brooks (Ibid., p. 16) says: "Satan knows that
if he should present sin in its own nature and dress,
the soul would rather fly from it than yield to it;
and therefore he presents it unto us, not in its own
proper colors, but painted and gilded over with the
name and show of virtue, that we may the more
easily be overcome by it, and take the more pleasure
in committing of it. Pride, he presents to the soul
under the name and notion of neatness and cleanli-
ness, and covetousness (which the apostle condemns
for |dolatr[))/) to be but good husbandry; and drunk-
enness to be 3ood_ fellowship, and riotousness under
the name and notion of liberality, and wantonness
asatrick of youth, etc." _

This trickery of the devil till does not make sin
any less vile, filthy, or abominable. Changing the
name of an evil will not change its character. A poi-
sonous pill is no less deadly because it may be coated
with sugar. Dynamite will still blow one to pieces
even thoq%h it be gift-wrapped in a ﬁretty box with
a shiny ribbon. Satan knows that the more sin is
painted with the colors of virtue, the more danger-
ousit isto our souls. _
Sin is a murdering of the will of God, and the
exaltation of the real enemy of your welfare. To
whom are you a bondservant? The enemy of your
soul who takes dellf;ht in your damnation ?... orthe
Friend of your soul who so loves you that He gave
His onll))/ begotten Son to die for you? 2710 21 Ave
S Lethbridge, Alberta, Canada

e [ — -

| Syl i et B S o0 S e e T S e
JESUS IS THE CHRIST, THE SON OF GOD

Larry Ray Hafley

The greatest propositional _truth ever to be framed
or phrased is: Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.
This was affirmed: (1) By The Angels. "He shall
be great and shall be called the Son of the Highest"
(Luke 1:32). "For unto you is born this day in the
city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord"
fLuke 2:11). (2) By The Father. "This is my be-
oved Son, In whom | am well pleased" (Mait. 3:17;
17:5). (3) By The Holy Spirit. "And they were all
filled with the Holy Ghost and began to speak as the
Spirit gave them utterance.... Therefore, let all the
house of Igrael know assuredly that God hath made
that same Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord
and Christ" (Acts 2:4, 36). (4) By The Apostles.
"And straightway he preached Christ in the s% -
gogues, that he 1s the Son of God" (Acts 9:20).

"Paul was pressed in the spirit, and tegtified to the
Jews that Jesus was Christ” (Acts 18:5).

That Jesus is the Son of God attests that he was
both human and divine. Jesus is not the Son of God
in the same sense that men are. Jesus is not the Son
of God in that he had a spirit and since all spirits
are "miniature replicas of deity" he was therefore
divine. No, by Jesus the Son of God, we mean what
the Scriptures constantly affirm, that is, that he
aways was and always will be "God blessed for
ever.

Observe the testimony to this truth. (1) By The
Prophets. "But thou Bethlehem Ephratah, though
thou be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out
of thee shall he come forth unto me that is to be
ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have been from
old, from everlasting” (Mic. 5:2). "For unto us a
child is born, unto us a Son is given: and the gov-
emment shall be upon his shoulder: and his name
shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The Mighty
God, The everlasting Father, The Rince of Peace
ﬂsa 9:6). The child, the son is expressive of his

umanity. "The Mighty God, The everlasting
Father" suggests his deity! (2) By The Apostles.
"In the beginning was the Word and the Word was
with God, and the Word was God. The same was in
the beginning with God ... And the Word was made
flesh and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory,
the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,)
full of grace and truth™ (John 1:1, 2, 14). f3) By
The Angel, Gabriel. "The Holy Ghost shall come
upon thee, and the er of the Highest shall over-
shadow thee: therefore that holy thing which shall
be born of thee shall be called the Son of God" (Luke
1:35). (4) By The Testimony of Jesus. "Therefore
the Jews sought the more to kill him, because he not
only had broken the sabbath, but said also that God
was his Father, making himself equal with God"
(John 5:18). The enemies of Jesus understood that
he was not saying he was the Son of God in the same
way they were sons of God. Further, when on trial
for his life, Jesus confessed his Sonship and died for
it. He could have been ed the cross had he said
"but | am only a son of God as you are," but he did
not. (5) By The Father. If Jesus was simply a son
of God as other men are, why does the Bible record
the meaningless and useless pronouncements of the
Father that Jesus is his Son? Why the bold an-
nouncements of an ordinary fact common to all men ?

This grand truth has been revealed, witnessed and
confirmed that we might believe and that in believ-
ing we might have peace, life, and forgiveness
through his name, power, and authority. Dost thou

believe?
418 E. Lee S
Fano, lll. 60545
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| Three for $12.00 per year
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THE NEWS LETTER REPORTS

", .. They rehearsed all that Cod had done with them. .

" —Acts 14:27

e

HELP NEEDED IN MAINE
John W. Pitman

The church in Thomaston, M aine, which meets in
the Weymouth Grange Hall, Beechwood Sreet, has
cut the services down to one per week due to short-

e of funds. The cost of each meeting was $5.00
which amounted to $15.00 per week. The amount
set aside for preaching is $60.00 per month. There
are only four men including the preacher that can
be counted on for contributions. The attendance is
16 to 18 on Sunday morning. Support is needed to
preach the gospel as only one other church sends
support. The amount needed is $300.00 per month.
There are 25 or more towns in the area to reach.
Shall we deny these people the right to hear the gos-
pel of Christ preached when in_some areas in the
South, etc., there are churches within 6 miles or less
of each other. If some other preacher will come and
bring his support, he is welcome to work along with
John W. Pitman, the present preacher. This area
could use business people of all types, so why not
consider coming here and %QI ng into business, etc.
It may be later than you think. Contact John W.
Atman, P. O. Box 784, Camden, Mane 04843 or cdl
1-207-236-4572 at once. The call is urgent.

O'Dél Tucker, 822 Granville Road, Jacksonwville,
Ha. 33205 — B% nning January 7, 1973 a faithful
congregation of the Lord's people beBgan meetin
over the V.EW. Hall in Hilliard, Fla. Brother D.
Dorth from Chiefland preached the first sermon. At
the present time there are but 9 Christians meeting
from three families. Brother and sister Lee and
family live in Hilliard, and sister Brenda Conner
lives in Callahan. The Tucker family drive from
Jacksonville. We are having a few visitors which we
hope will increase. If anyone knows of Christians or
interested persons in the Hilliard, Callahan, Folks-
ton, Ga., area, please let us know so that we may
contact them.

William C. Sexton, S. Joseph, Mo. 64501 — The
congregation of 10th and Lincoln in . Joseph, Mis-
sourl needs the services of a full time minister. They
would prefer one who is middie age and able to do
personal work and willing to preach in the outlying
area once a month. A true challenge to the right
person. Attendance is 50 on Sunday a.m. in a city
of 80,000. At presenrt they are able to pay $300. per
month on the salary but the rest of the support must
be obtained elsewhere. Interested persons may write:
church of Chrigt, 10th and Lincoln Streets, . Jo-
i%?;? Mo. 64501 or call Terry Kepley, (816) 232-

Eugene Britndl, Little Rock, Ark. — The Lord
willing, | am to preach in gospel meetings this year
in the tollowing places: Highands and Tyler, Texas;

. James and Kennett, Mo.; Monroe, La., Jackson,
Miss,, Kingston Springs, Tenn., Pensacola, Ha.
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma and Mtn. Home, Ark. If
you live in one of these areas, please attend and en-
courage the work.

W. H. Watts, 1108 N. College, Fayetteville, Ark.
— Chart The Gospdl, Val. 2 is now available, along
with volume one. The cos is $1.25 for each book,
which contains 25 charts and outlines. All orders
may be sent to me for prompt delivery.

Roy L. Foutz, 1503 N.E. 12th Street, Gainesville
Florida — Our work at Northeast is off to a good
beginning in 1973, with three baptisms and one
restoration thus far. We are planning two meetings
in April, with Ferrell Jenkins in a weekend series on
"Evidences" April 6-8, and with Jere Frost April
16-22.1 will preach in a meeting with the South Col-
lege church in Lafayette, Louisiana April 1-6, and
with the Azalea Park church in Orlando in May 7-13.
Visit with us when you are in or passing through
Gainesville.

Gar ngn Hargis, 310 Glen Burnie, Temple Ter-
a 3361

race, 7, phone (813) 988-8886 — Atter sev-
eral years work in the Tampa, Ha. area, presently at
Del Rio, | have decided to move to Rochester, Minn,

to aid in firmly establishing the church there. Ro-
chester has a population of about 60,000 and is the
headquarters for both Mayo Clinic and also the
teaching facilities for 1.B.M ., as well as a number of
other businesses. At ﬁresent there are two Christian
women composing the sound congre?atlon. These
two families constitute an assembly of about 8 peo-
Ple. | believe there is a great potential for the estab-
ishment of a sound congregation through public and
private teaching. | have had extensive experience
with excellent results in the field of personal evan-
elism. | plan to begin work in Rochester in early

ne. However, | am sill in need of some of my sup-
port. If you can help in this support please contact
me immediately, preferably by telephone. If you de-
sire further information in regard to me, my charac-
ter and ability, contact the following: Robin Willis,
elder, Del Rio COI}%%GIC]?IIOH, 50th &. and Sigh Ave-
nue, Tampa, Ha. , 988-5577; James Dennison,
preacher, Henderson Blvd. cong ion, 3402 Hen-
derson Blvd., Tampa, Ha., 839-1422 or 876-2237;
James P. Miller, formerly of Tampa, Bowling Green,
Ky., 502-781-3608.

William C. Sexton, 2804 Lafayette, S. Joseph, Mo.
64507, Phone: (816) 233-3214 — After a very short
time my labor with the congregation in Atchison,
Kansas has been terminated, due to my conviction
that ingtitutionalism and centralized control as ex-
hibited in the Herald of Truth arrangement are un-
scriptural.
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| have agreed to move to Wichita, Kansas the first
week in June to labor with the congregation meeting
a 1614 Calvert, known as the South West congre-
gation. The congregation has two good men serving
as eders. Wilber Darling and Leonard Westbrook.
We have talked at length as to the mission of the
church, P_roblems facing the Lord's people today,
and | believe that our convictions are in harmony
and we can work together in a rewarding way.

The congregation, in addition to the elders, has
several capable men to preach and teach the word of
God. Therefore, | shall not be preaching to the
church twice on Sunday and serving as a "pastor.”
Ingtead, | shall be doing extensive Personal teaching
from house to house, both publicly and privately.
In Wichita there are a number of congregations of
the "church of Christ." However, we understand
that Liberalism, Institutionalism, and even Mod-
ernism have strong holds in the area. We plan to
call upon the people of God to sand and see, investi-

ate, where they are, to ask for the old path estab-
Ished by the Lord and his apostles 19 centuries ago,
and if they cannot cause those who "went out"
(I John 2:19) to return, then to "come out from
among them and be separate” (I1 Cor. 6:17). With
our arrangement | shall be available to do extensive
personal teaching and to help small stru%glln
groups in that area who need and desire my help.
am looking forward to my move to Wichita the first
week in June.

PREACHER WANTED

Elders for Raochelle, Ill. church —The Rochelle,
[llinois church is looking for a full-time preacher.
We are able to provide support between $600 and
$700 per month. Our attendance averages about 55.
We have a goodly number of young people with
whom to work. We have a more than adequate meet-
ing house which has suitable space with it on which
we hope to build a house for a preacher.
~ For the first time ever for this work elders were
ust recently appointed. Rochelle is located in the
Leart of northern Illinois, approximately 25 miles
south of Rockford and 75 miles west of Chicago. If
you are interested, please contact either of the eld-
es Bill Albar%y, 1170 Wesview, Rochelle, 1ll. 61068,
(815) 562-2962 or Joe Thiere, 932 North 15th, Ro-
chelle, Ill. 61068, (815) 562-2965.

B. G. Hope, Beaver Dam, Kentucky, Feb. 22, 1973:
I an work with the Beaver Dam Church Oct. 1,
1968. It is composed of approximately 120 members,
We have had a number of baptisms, a number of
restorations and some requesting to be identified
with us. We have also log some members — some
moved away, some died and others quit. Nothing
gpectacular has been done. Some improvements have
been made on the building and grounds. Special
classes for special purposes have been executed and
in %fleneral the teaching program has been improved.
Perhaps the greatest progress has been made in the
gpiritual realm. The majority of members indicate
this growth in their lives. Recently elders were ap-
pointed and | know of no congregation more con
pletely united. It is contributing to the support of

four preachers away from home. The work is pleas-
ant and it keeps me busy. | do take the time to
preach in three or four meetings a year. When trav-
eling on Green River Parkway between Bowling
Green and Owensboro or the Western Kentucky
Parkway between Paducah and Elizabethtown, why
not stop and visit with us ?

s S ERTRE
A YOUNG PREACHER,
TO YOUNG PREACHERS

Ron Halbreok

Paul wrote to the young preacher, "Keep that
which is committed to thy trust,” in view of the
fact that "some ... have erred concerning the faith"
(I Tim. 6). Timothy wasnt simply to Sit on what
was committed to him, with hands folded. "The
same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be
able to teach others also” (I Tim. 2). _

Thus, in the apostolic age, began the glorious
chain — a chain of succession, not of aposties, but
of apostolic doctrine. This article attempts to rattle
the chain, remind us of its importance and our re-
sponsibilities. It is an appeal from a young preacher,
largely to young preachers. In the judgment of this
writer, enough preachers in his own age group are
toying with an unfaithful idea, a non-apodolic idea,
to warrant thls\ﬁppeal from the heart for the
gospel (Jude 3). We speak not as a rabid, bullyin

watchdog of the brethren” — sdf-appointed, sdf-
promoting, self-pleasing. We speak as Paul, un-
ashamed of the gospel, urgent in its behalf — "not
seeking mine own profit, but the profit of many,
that they might be saved” (Rom. 1, | Cor. 10).

Those who "ask for the old paths' have preached
and continue to preach that SALVATION IS CON-
DITIONAL. "He that believeth and is baptized shall
be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned"
(Mark 16). Truly, we are "baptized into Christ,"
not meaning into a physical location, but into a

iritual relationship denoted by the words "in
_hrigt" (Gal. 3; Eph. 1). Entering Christ is condi-
tional. ALSO, sustaining that relationship is con-
ditional — and it is here that some are flirti n8W|th
error. "Be thou faithful unto death — (CONDI-
TIONAL!) — and | will give thee a crown of life'
(Rev.2); seel Cor. 15:2als0. . . )

We must not confuse merit with faithfulness.
Some are saying outright (others, in effect), "It is
not what we do, but what Christ has done for us
that saves; THEREFORE, what we do about our
name religiously, or worship, or organization, or
doctrine has no bearing on savation; otherwise, we
would be earning savation." What we do cannot in
the nature of us or in the nature of doing earn sal-
vatlon'\g h. 2); but, what we do is decisive in SUS
TAINI OR BREAKING OUR RELATIONSHIP
WITH CHRIST (Gal. 5:4; 6:7-16; Pnil. 2:12-16).
Doing doesn't earn; it does sustain a relationship.
It is the responsibility-side of relationship, which
relation includes sdvation as a gift along with ALL
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iritual_blessings. "When ye shall have done all
those things which are commanded you, say, We
are unprofitable servants; we have done that which
was our duty to do" (Luke 17:10).

DANGEROUSIMPLICATIONS

If we have learned anything from the last two
major apostacies, it is that dangerous implications
of the first principles of apostacy WILL BE SEEN
AND ACTED UPON SOONER LATER. We cant
not wait until error is practiced wholesale, but in
hope of saving souls must meet it when TAUGHT.

If all denominations would submit to baptism ac-

cording to the apogtolic order, yet tenacioudly retain
their errors of organization, worship, and mission,
would they be standing in God's grace? If they were
to GO ON embracing, practicing, preaching and mul-
tiplying such error, would they IN GOD'S SIGHT
be counted as sheep who hear the Good Shepherds
Voice? Counted as following Him? In his told of
safety (John 10) ? Can the)b GO ON recognizing
different HEADS and HEADquarters on earth %\s
if the Head was gquartered on earth), and yet be
counted BY THE TRUE HEAD as under his Head-
ship (Eph. 1) ? GO ON in a mutilated and paganized
worship, "WILL WORSHIP" —is this "holding the
Head" or is it living in "the rudiments of the world
... after the commandments and doctrines of men"
(Cal. 2) ? GO ON supplanting the divine organiza-
tion with human schemes fashioned after ggolltlcal
structures and worldly institutions — WITHOUT
BEING GUILTY of taking from the glorlg of God
reflected in the divine scheme of the ages (Eph. 3) ?
_ "But that's hypothetical." someone says. Yet, it
illustrates the dangerous implications of what is
being taught. (Illustrates, not is a real example of;
we could hope, but don't think denominations will
accept Acts 2:38 in the near futurel) It is belng%
taught and implied. that brethren in the process o
changing the organization, mission, and worship of
the church be recognized and received as in full fel-
lowship with God, Christ, and the I_—|oI)<N5b|r|t, and
thus with all the Lord's faithful family. We need to
recognize that some brethren are IN THE PROCESS
OF and GOING ON IN changing from the divine
order rather than from their lawless deeds.

Bro. James Miller pointed out recently in Mont-
gomery, "The men who opposed the Missionary So-
C|et)6 ... used every argument they knew to show
the breakdown of authority and autonomy without
avail. Society advocates were wedded to their idol
and meant to have it at any cost. These tragic events
of 125 years ago have a direct parallel in our time
... Liberal brethren are going down the old, old path
to division and sectarianism ... The institutional
brethren (are) wedded to their idols and (mean) to
have them at all cost." What of brethren who con-
tinue in lawlessness (M att. 7:23) ? Is the only kind
of lawlessness which damns that which denies Acts
2:38? Bro. William Wallace gives a timely v_varnl_nﬂ
about "the loose attitudes toward fellowship wit
error and errorists which seems to be having its
sway with some." "When brethren become too ob-

ssed with getting along with all brethren ... they
minimize the importance of the major differences
... They loose us where the Bible has not loosed us.”

MISUNDERSTOOD CONCEPT OF GROWTH

"Oh, but we must realize that all make mistakes
and we are_all growing." BUT THE POINT IS:
when our mistakes are 80|nted out plainly in God's
Word —all are RESPONSBLE to look into the
mirror (James 1) — and pointed out plainly, earn-
estly, reﬂgatedly by those who love our souls, by
those whose tears have flowed, by those whose

r%ers have implored, and YET THE SIN IS PRAC-

ICED, what then? It is obvious such brethren are
%\rowqgf_;| the quedtion is, IN WHAT DIRECTION

RE THEY GROWING??? THAT IS PRECISELY
WHAT IS BEING OVERLOOKED, OR MINI-
MIZED! Are they growing in Christ, with Christ,
and TOWARD Christ, or growing further FROM
Him? Are they branches growing deeper into the
Vine, or are they such as seek to " fruit of"
themselves (John 15) ?

The practice and sophistical defense of error is
not br%j&;ht about by going "TO THE WORD OF
HIS GRACE," but by omq OM IT. How can they
be secure and safe and built up in Christ when they
are growing away from the word "which is able to
build you up." How can they lay hold on eternal life
and receive the inheritance, when they are growing
away from the word of grace which is designed "to
give you an_inheritance among all them which are
sanctified?' Those who go and grow away from the
word of His grace, go and grow away from God
Himself. Those brethren who will escape the dangers
Paul warned of (yes, dangers of being lost) an 80
TO God, are those who will go TO WORD OF
HIS GRACE (Acts 20:32).

PEACE OFFENSIVE OR REBELLION?

Hananiah said in effect, "The wound of God's
people isn't so bad; let's patch up, cheer up, receive
one another and go on In peace." The Lord sad
through Jeremiah that Hananiah had only made
things worse by his "peace offensive” — Thou hast
broken the yokes of wood; but thou shalt make for
them yokes of iron." Further, instead of getting
God's approval as a emaker, he was told, "Thou
shalt die, because thou hast taught REBELLION
ggglnst_ the Lord" (Jer. 28). "The wisdom ... from

ve is FIRST PURE, then peaceable" (James 3).

CONCLUSION

Some will object that they have been misunder-
stood. We object that some are eleressm them-
selves so as to create A PATTERN OF INFLU-
ENCE for the misunderstanding of Bible truth.
Torch carries this motto, "We do not write to be
understood, but so we cannot be misunderstood.”
Patience is in order; an influence for "error and

errorists’ 1s not. _ o )
Let us dl truly grow in humility, unity, and the
ostolic order. This appeal for the gospel chain is
closed with prayer and with devotional reading of

and recommendation of Phil. 3:13-17.

506 Hoffman <.
Athens, Ala.





