
 

 

THE BRIGHTER DAY  

Jas. P. Miller 

F r om the beginning of  t ime man has looked fo r  
the brighter  day. T housands in the chur ch of  the 
L or d who have had "river s of waters run down their  
eyes", in the last f ew year s ar e not exception to 
this truth. We have looked and longed f or  a brighter  
day for the blood-bought chur ch of  Chr ist. T he signs 
of this new er a ar e ever ywher e. I t  is t rue that they 
ar e just now beginning to appear, but the impor tant  
thing is that they ar e her e and can be seen. I know 
that the r eader s of  S ear ching the Scriptures ar e 
beginning to see them fo r  they ar e wri t ing ever y 
day to tell the good news. 

RESPONSES TO T HE GOSPEL 
What brighter  sign could we have than the 

r esponses to the gospel that the f i rst four months of  
1964 have br ought. E ver ywher e men and women ar e 
obeying the commands of God. I n my own wor k I  
can see them. In the meeting with the Azalea Par k 
congr egation in Or lando, although it was just a five-
day meeting, six r esponded to the invitation. In 
Miami with the North Miami Avenue chur ch nine 
wer e baptized and five r estor ed and Bobby 
T hompson has baptized sever al other s in the month 
that followed. With the downtown congregation in 
L awr encebur g, T enn., with Her shel P atton as 
helper  eight wer e baptized and fou r  restor ed. In 
both of these meetings many of  these wer e gr own 
men. Br other  Mar shall Patton is in a meeting her e 
at Seminole as this is being wr itten and in the f i rst 
f our  days eight have been bur ied with their  L or d. In 
a r ecent copy of the P receptor  edited by Stanley 
L ovett, a single edition told of a scor e or more who 
had been added to the body. All of this is a 
wonder fu l  sign of a brighter  day. T he old ship of  
Zion is back in the channel and the sailing is 
smoother  and the wind is full in the sails.  I f  space 
would permit, a hundr ed examples could be given.  

THE OHIO VALLEY 
T hings ar e happening in the Ohio Valley that give 

gr eat pr omise of  a brighter  day. Fr ed Dennis is 
joining C. D. Plum and other s in pointing out the 
danger s that ar e thr eatening to car r y the chur ch 
away. Other s will follow their example and 
thousands of  b rethren in that gr eat stronghold along 
the mighty Ohio River  will see and heed the 
war nings. T his has been f or  year s one of the most 
conser vative sections of  the br other hood. T hey 
can not be 

car r i ed away by a gr oup of young men who have 
never  had a debate with a teacher  o f  er r or, or have 
lost a night's sleep over  the danger s to "I sr ael". 
Men like Fr ed Dennis have tr emendous inf luence 
f rom Cincinnati to E ast L iverpool and the br ethren 
will listen to his wor ds of wisdom. Another  sign of  
a brighter  day.  

BARRIERS FALLING 
In one town in T ennessee the two congr egations 

that ar e divided over  cur r ent issues have made 
ar rangements to exchange pulpits on two T uesday 
and T hur sday nights and let each of the pr eacher s 
speak f or one hour while both congr egations study. 
What a wonderful  sign of better thi ngs. How could 
anything but good r esult f rom such a study? Just 
think of  the possibil i t ies. T wo gr oups of  b reth ren 
that have known each other  f or  year s, who at one 
time stood together  and who love the L or d coming 
and sitting down side by side and opening their New 
T estaments to find the complete will of God. It is my 
hope and the hope of this paper that this ser ies of  
gatherings in Newber n will become a light f or  
br ethren in a thousand towns and cities to see and 
that the good accomplished will be so evident that 
none can say it was not good to be ther e. Plans of  
similar  natur e ar e in the making in other places and 
will soon mater ialize. Remember this, wher e 
br ethr en have a wholesome attitude in r egar d to the 
wor d of God and the author ity of Christ ther e is 
ever y r eason to believe that unity may again be the 
order  of  the day.  

T HE CLEARING AIR 
Who will deny that the air  is at last clearing? 

Br other  Batsell Baxter  r ender ed a gr eat ser vice to 
the br other hood when in a ser ies of  sermons in 
Nashville a f ew weeks ago he stated the position of  
the liber al br ethr en clearly. T her e can be no doubt 
now that a segment of the chur ch openly endor ses 
the support  of  the colleges out of  the L or d's 
t reasur y Not only is the college included, but any 
other  institution of  a similar  natur e. T his is in black 
and white f or  all to see and car r ies the endor sement 
of  David L ipscomb College and a gr eat number  o f  
br ethr en everywher e. T he Hillsbor o congr egation 
printed them in a large booklet and will send it to 
any who desir e to know what they believe. As wr ong 
as Baxter  is he has clear ed the air .  A storm of 
pr otest followed this pr esentation. T he Firm 
Foundation took sharp issue with the idea that the 
chur ch should keep up the college. L esser papers like 
the Defender at Flor ence, Ala., fol lowed suit and 
the 
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cr y of  "never " is going f orth. T his to me is the sign 
of  a brighter  day. Br ethr en ar e not r eady to buy 
football unif orms and bass drums with the L or d's 
money. Confidence has alr eady been lost in some of  
these leader s and mor e is being lost ever y day. T his 
is a sign of better things for this r eason. T housands 
of br ethr en simply followed the leader. They did not 
study the issues for themselves and r elied on the 
pr eacher s and papers to show the way. As they lose 
confidence in these men they will begin to study for  
themselves and this is all that God r equir es to know 
the truth on any subject.  

DISCIPLINE  
Congr egation af ter  congr egation is trying to 

practice the teaching of the apostles in maintaining 
the purity of the chur ch. Who will deny that it was 
a failur e to discipline false teachers and ungodly 
member s that made much of  the hear t ache of  the 
last  f ew years possible? How many times ar e we told 
to cast out the "old leaven", and how few times in 
the two decades past have we seen it put into 
pr actice? I know that even though br ethr en will 
sometimes make mistakes, it is a sign of a brighter  
day when they ar e willing to save the erring child 
of God thr ough scriptural discipline and as a r esult 
give the truth new meaning.  

A WORD OF WARNING 
While spiritual Z ion was so busy tr ying to solve 

inter nal pr oblems she did not take note of  a 
changing climate on the part of the world as a 
whole. For several years ther e has been a cooling of f  
period r eligiously. We have emer ged ther efo re 
f r om our  own pr oblems to f ace an even gr eater  
pr oblem at least in size and that an indif f er ent  
world. America is too r ich and fat to be concer ned 
about its soul. Wester n E ur ope and other parts of the 
world have followed suit. T he gospel will still save, 
but we ar e going to have to car r y it to the sinner . 
F or  a while at least they ar e not coming f or it, we 
will have to car r y it to them. T he quicker we adapt 
our thinking to this old view of the full  
r esponsibility of ever y child of God to be "light and 
salt" the quicker  God's power will again expand the 
kingdom.  

Yes, br ethr en, the signs of  a brighter  day ar e 
ever ywher e. L et us wor k and pr ay that we "may 
lift up our eyes", and not only see them but have a 
part in bringing them to full fruit.  
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I n view of the pr esent drive to enr oll "Chr istian 
Colleges" in the budgets of chur ches all over  the 
land, I want to quote a f ew excer pts f r om the T ampa 
T r ibune of Sunday, April 19, 1964 concer ning 
Florida College, T ampa, Flor ida. I believe this would 
be of  inter est to all those who oppose chur ch 
supported colleges. 

I would like to make it clear that I am in no way 
connected to this school and never  have been. I  am 
per sonall y acquainted with the member s of  the 
boar d of dir ectors and the administration of Flor ida 
College, but I have consulted none of them in these 
matters which ar e to follow, with the exception of 
asking pr esident Cope if  he pr ovided the 
information that appear ed in the T ampa T r ibune. 
He assur ed me that so far  as he knew no member of 
the administ ration was contacted about the 
information given in the T r ibune. Obviously, the 
information was taken f r om published r ecor ds of the 
past concer ning this college. T o me it is a 
wonderful thing to publicly state one's convictions 
relative to any contr over sial subject to the extent 
that even non-Chr istians will  under stand his 
position.  

Four separ ate ar t icles appear ed on pages 13- E  
and 14-E  by staff writer s of the T r ibune. On page 
13-E  an art icle begins: "E arly in 1942 a gr oup of  
Florida businessmen began holding informal 
meetings over the state in an ef f ort to promote 
inter est among members of the Chur ch of Chr ist 
thr oughout Florida to build a liber al ar ts college 
somewher e in a convenient location in Florida.  

"On June 6, 1944, a statewide meeting was held 
at  Lakeland, a boar d of  d i rector s was selected and 
a finance committee was appointed. I t  was decided 
the school would be a privately operated, 
independent, co- educational school which would 
pr ovide a good mor al and spiritual envir onment f or  
students 
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who wer e ser ious about their  college education. 
Under the chairmanship of C. E d Owings, someone 
refer r ed to the college as 'a f r iend to youth,' which 
designation has r emained with the school thr ough 
the year s that have followed." 

T he school of f icially opened its door s September  
16, 1964 with L . R. Wilson its f i r st pr esident. 
Br other Wilson r esigned early in 1949 and James 
R. Cope, then an instructor  at  F reed- Har deman 
College, succeeded him and has remained pr esident 
since. Var ious other historical matter s wer e 
pr esented concer ning the facilities, the gr owth, the 
school's libr ar y, and the fact that it gained full 
accr editation in 1954. T he author  also stated that 
daily Bible classes wer e taught to ever y student as 
a part  of  his education, and this is still the 
practice. 

T he author  of this ar t icle then says: "E ver y 
student has a daily Bible class, which is fully 
accredited and fully transfer able on the same basis 
that other  cour ses at Florida College transfer to 
other  accredited colleges and universities. It should 
be pointed out here that this school is not a church-
related or church-supported college. It receives no 
funds from churches but does attempt in addition to 
the accredited courses in Bible, to provide the 
student with a good moral and spiritual 
environment which is likewise designed to aid in the 
development of the whole man" ( E mp. mine—
H.E .P.).  

T his author  knew that Florida College was NOT  
a chur ch- r elated or  chur ch-suppor ted school. T his is 
because of the publicly expr essed and published 
policies of this school concer ning this matter. It is 
exactly as it ought to be: a school and not a chur ch 
organization. 

On the same page another  art icle appear ed which 
stated that the college expects to double its 
enr ollment by 1970, which would make the 
enr ollment between 600 and 700 students. T hen 
r egar ding the cost of college education, the author  
said: "Despite the r apid advance in cost of  college 
education Florida College has t r ied to keep 
expenses as low as possible. T uition, r oom and 
boar d f or the average student now is about $1,400 
for  two semester s. P r ofit -making industr ies of  
Florida College ( which pay taxes as do all pr ofit 
making industries) have thr ough the year s 
managed to keep the cost at Florida College to a 
minimum." 

On page 14-E  an ar t icle appear ed which 
"E XP L AINS NAME  CHANGE." "I n 1944, two 
year s bef or e the college in T emple T er r ace, nor th  
of  T ampa, opened its doors it was officially 
designated Florida Christian College. 

"On June 1, 1963, its name was shor t ened to 
Florida College. Many people ask why. T his is the 
college's explanation." He then explains fr om the 
char ter  the intention of  the founding men to 
pr ovide a private, non- tax suppor ted institution 
wher e the Bible would be taught daily and the whole 
man developed. 

"Because the name 'Chr istian' was attached to 
the college, many individuals, among them a lar ge 
number of people inter ested in the college, got the 
impr ession that this college was nothing mor e than 
a school which taught only Bible subjects. I f  these 

people had taken the time to look at a catalog, or  
even look a little closer  at the adver t isment, they 
would have promptly learned that this college not 
only teaches Bible courses, but mor e than a hundr ed 
other  courses in almost every f ield of college 
prepar ation . . . Over  a period of a number  of  
year s i t  soon became evident that ther e might be a 
gener al misunder standing of  the basic philosophy 
of  the school and especially so in view of our 
position in the f ield of the 'Junior  College." Af ter  
much discussion, in the student body, in the 
faculty, among the f r iends— and enemies— of the 
college, the Florida Christian College boar d of  
trustees decided to change the name to 'Florida 
College.' 

"E ver y principle, ever y policy and ever y basic 
element in the original philosophy of this school is 
exactly as stated by the f i rst boar d that wr ote the 
original char ter ." 

Regar ding the original position of the Board of  
dir ector s r elative to chur ch support, it was stated by 
L . R. Wilson when he was pr esident. The Triumph 
Of Truth, published by L . R. Wilson of Florida 
Chr istian College, Mar ch 20, 1946, on page 3 he 
says: "We want all of our students to attend chur ch 
ser vices r egularly, and to support  the chur ch, not 
only with their  p resence but with their  means and 
influence. We want them to r ealize that the chur ch 
is of divine origin, and can never be r eplaced with 
any human institution. We want them to know that 
the school has its own wor k to do, and that it is not 
an adjunct or  auxiliar y to the chur ch in any sense" 
( T hese lectur es wer e deliver ed over  Radio Station 
WF L A, T ampa, Florida).  

Again, in the same paper  of April.3, 1946, brother  
Wilson states "The Position And Purpose Of Florida 
Christian College." He does so in the form of ques-
tions and answer s. On page 1: "Q. If  this is the kind 
of  school it is, then why isn't it a chur ch school? 
A. Simply because Florida Christian College does 
not belong to any church. It belongs to all those 
individuals who have contr ibuted to it i n order  t o 
make it possible." 

On page 3: "Q. But you do look to the church to 
support it, do you not? A. No, we do not ask the 
congr egations to support it. Neither the faculty not 
the members of the Board of Dir ectors ask for  
contributions from the congr egations. We ar e 
simply t r ying to pr esent our work in the t rue 
light, and each and ever y individual who believes 
our  ef f or ts worthwhile is asked to support  i t  in 
whatever  way he can . . ." 

Flor i da College is publicly committed to the 
scriptural policy of com plete separ ation of the 
chur ch and college. I t  is the pr esent policy not to 
accept funds f rom chur ches and not to meddle into 
the af f air s of  chur ches anywher e.  I  can commend 
this college to anyone desiring the finest in college' 
education. If this policy is r ever sed, I  shall be one 
of  t he f i r st  to speak out against it.  

T o all graduates of high school I  r ecommend that 
you wr ite to Har ry W. Pickup, Public Relations 
Dir ector, Flor ida College, T emple T er race, Flor ida 
for  inf ormation about enr olling at this college. I t  is 
a good one. 
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QUESTION: Please explain Acts 2:44, 45; 4:34, 
35. Do these ver ses teach that communism or  a 
socialistic ar r angement existed in the early chur ch ? 
I have been told that this is so but that it was a 
"t r ial ar r angement" and was af ter war ds changed by 
the Holy Spirit thr ough the apostles. I f  this be so, 
does the example of  benevolence in Acts 6 
constitute a patter n for the chur ch today ?— J. P. 

ANSWER: Neither the ver ses r ef er r ed to above 
nor  any other s in the Bible teach that communism 
or  a socialistic ar r angement pr evailed in the early 
chur ch. Furthermore, this was not a "t r ial 
ar r angement." I t  was under the guidance of inspired 
men—  the holy apostles. T he Holy Spirit dir ected 
this and he makes no mistakes!  T he example of  
benevolence in Acts 6 is def in i tely a patter n for  
the chur ch today! 

T he sense in which the Jerusalem chur ch "had 
all things common" is made clear in Acts 4:32. T hey 
"wer e of one hear t  and of one soul." T his is 
evidenced by what they said and did. T hey said 
that they did not count their possessions as their  
own (v.32). In other words, they wer e not self ish in 
their  attitude towar d their  possessions but  rather  
r egarded them as something to be shar ed with a 
br other  i n need as long as they lasted. All should 
have that attitude today and under  similar  
cir cumstances do exactly as they did. Obser ve, 
however ,  that only the needy r eceived and those with 
possessions did the giving. T his giving called for  
sacrif ice beyond what might be called normal duty. 
T hat all sold all they had and gave all into a common 
fund administer ed according to the needs of all is 
cont r ar y to the f acts r evealed.  

As a gener al r u l e the f a i th ful  in  the past have 
exposed the er r oneous view that socialism pr evailed 
in the early chur ch. However , in r ecent years liber al 
br ethr en, in an ef f or t  to justify church suppor t  o f  
human institutions and in a desperate ef f ort to avoid 
the force of  apostolic example, have contended that 
this  was  a   communal  ar r angement  void   of  t rue 
benevolence— hence, no patter n for today. E vidence 
of  this contention is found in one of the speeches 
made by Guy N. Woods in his debate with Joe Cox 
in Miami. 6-9, 1959, on the benevolence of Acts 6: 

"L et me tell you this,  f r i ends, that was a 
situation out of which the whole  chur ch lived. 
That  is  not  a  benevolent   situation  there— I 

don't know why these br ethr en bring that up —
in the true sense of the word. T hat was a 

communal ar r angement. Is that a patter n f o r  the 
chur ch today? For  all the br eth ren to sell  all 
their  p roper t y, br ing thei r  money and lay i t  

down at the f eet  o f  the elder s and let the elder s  
disbur se it out to ever y per son, poor ,  r ich, good, 

bad, other wise? Is that a pattern?  

Well alright then, let's tur n you over to the 
communist. He doesn't believe that. T hat's 
what the communists say. Yeah, that's right." 
F rom tape recor ding of Miami debate—
Emphasis, M.E .P.)  
Of course, brother Woods is wr ong in his 

implication that the money was laid at the f eet  of  
the elder s. It was "laid at the apostles' f eet." T his 
means it was used at their  dir ection. After  all they 
wer e given power to "bind" and "loose"— they are 
judges (Matt. 16:19, 19:28). T he elder s have never  
been given such power. Furthermore, the implication 
that distribution was made to everyone is also 
wr ong. Again, the implication that distribution was 
made to all alike is likewise wrong. T he very best 
answer that can be given to the above and to the 
questions of  our  quer ist ar e the ver y wor ds of Guy 
N. Woods himself  writing years befor e in the Annual 
L esson Commentary of the Gospel Advocate 
Company—  1946: 

"I t  is not sur pr i sing that in such a 
community the apostles wer e able with gr eat 
power to give their witness of the r esur rection 
of the L or d Jesus, or that 'great grace was upon 
them all.' T he manner in which pr ovision was 
made f or  the needs of  the people was that 
'neither  was ther e among them any that lacked: 
for as many as were possessors of lands or  
houses sold them, and br ought the pr ices of the 
things that wer e sold, and laid them at the 
apostles' f eet: and distr ibution was made unto 
each, according as any had need.' Among the 
heathen nations of  antiquity, systematic 
pr ovision for the wants of  the poor  was 
unknown; and even among the Jews, whose law 
made ample provisions f or this unfortunate 
class, voluntar y benevolence was gr eatly 
neglected. I t  was ther efo re a novel thing to 
see many per sons in a lar ge community 
willingly selling their houses and lands in or der  
to supply the needs of the poor  among them. It 
should be car efully noted that ther e was nothing 
compulsor y about this pr actice; the disciples 
gladly and voluntari ly sold their possessions 
when they witnessed the needs of their  less 
fortunate br ethr en. This is an example for all 
other congregations to follow for all time to 
come. I t  shows that true benevolence r equir es 
that we shall not let our  br ethr en suf fer  f or  f ood 
or the other  necessities of  l i fe, even if those of  
us who have houses and lands must  sell them in 
or der to have money with which to obtain f or  
them what they need. T his teaches us that it is 
our  duty to shar e what we have with our  
br ethr en if  they ar e in need, even down to 
the last  cr ust. T he chur ch in Antioch followed 
the worthy example of the Jer u salem chur ch in 
this matter (Acts 11: 27-30). 

"We ar e not to assume that a socialistic 
ar r angement or  communistic af f air  obtained in 
the chur ch in Jerusalem. T his is sometimes 
claimed, but an examination of what r eally 
occur r ed will r eveal that ther e was nothing 
done ther e which follows the patter n of  such 
pr actices today. T he r ecor d r eveals that 
'dist r ibution was made unto each, accor ding as 
any had need.' T he basis upon which pr oper ty 
was r e-  
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ceived was not communistic; i.e., that all should 
have the same amount, but according to the 
need of the individual. If one were so fortunate 
as not to need the necessities of life, no 
distribution was made to him. Only the poor 
shared in the distribution of property and this 
was limited to the necessities of life." (Annual 
Lesson Commentary 1946— All emphasis in 
above quotation mine— M.E.P.) 

 
PREMILLENNIALISM 

(No. 5)  

THE NATURE OF THE KINGDOM 

Connie W. Adams, Orlando, Florida 

One of the basic errors of Premillennialism is a 
misunderstanding of the true nature of the kingdom 
of Chr ist. This was the same mistake made by the 
Jews who rejected Christ. They looked for  a Messiah 
who would lead them nationally and who would 
establish an earthly kingdom much like the glor ious 
days of the reign of David and Solomon. R. H. Boll 
taught that the "kingdom promise was national and 
since the Jews did not nationally repent, the 
kingdom promise was not fulfilled." (The Kingdom 
of God, p. 35). In the mind of the premillennialist, the 
kingdom prophecies are delayed in fulfillment until 
the second coming of Chr ist. The Bible teaches that 
the kingdom of Chr ist is spir itual, not carnal and we 
intend to establish that beyond all question in this 
article. 

1. The Kingdom Restored Argument. It is 
generally taught by millennialists that the kingdom 
of Chr ist is to be the kingdom of Israel restored, 
the old kingdom of Saul, David and Solomon. 
When Israel demanded a king instead of judges, 
God said to Samuel "for they have not rejected thee, 
but they have rejected me, that I  should not reign 
over them" I  Sam. 8:7). T heir  sin in asking a king 
"to be like the nations about them" is further seen 
in the statement "I gave thee a king in mine anger , 
and took him away in my wrath," (Hos. 13:10-11.) 
The kingdom of Israel was conceived in a 
presumptuous spir it and brought forth by a 
rebellious people who rejected God that he should 
"reign over them." It is the height of folly to speak 
of the glor ious reign of Jesus our Lord as a 
restoration of a .system which angered God in its 
inception, and tr ied his patience to such degree that 
he poured out his wrath in destruction of that 
kingdom. Premillennialists are quick to counter by 
quoting Rom. 11:26 and arguing that all Israel, as a 
nation, shall be saved. Paul said "And so all Israel 
shall be saved." The key to this statement is in the 
word "so". It is an adverb descr ibing manner. And 
"so" (in this manner)  all Israel shall be saved. In that 
context Paul had shown how the unbelieving Jews 
were "broken off" and the be-  

lieving Gentiles "grafted in". He proceeded to show 
that the Jews could be "grafted in again" if they 
remained not still in unbelief. In that manner they 
would be saved. 

2. The Nature of the Kingdom of Christ From 
Prophecy. When Isaiah foretold the establishment 
of the Lord's house, he said, "all nations shall flow 
unto it." The manner in which they would "flow unto 
it" was shown in the statement "he will teach us 
of his .ways and we will walk in his paths." T hat 
would all begin when the "word of the Lord" would 
go forth "from Jerusalem." T hen he said "and they 
shall beat their  swords into plowshares and their  
spears into pruning hooks: nation shall not lift up 
sword against nation, neither  shall they learn war 
any more" ( Isa. 2:2-4). The ones who convert their  
weapons of destruction into domestic tools are the 
same ones who are taught God's ways and who walk 
in his paths. T he gospel was designed to save the 
Jew and Gentile alike. In E ph. 2 Paul taught that 
Chr ist made peace in the one body. "For he is our 
peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken 
down the middle wall of partition between us" (Eph. 
2:14). T his passage in Isaiah does not teach a time 
of universal world peace. It describes the peaceful 
nature of the kingdom of Chr ist  and those in it, 
who are taught his ways and walk in his paths. 

Another passage perverted by the millennialists 
concerning the nature of the kingdom is Isa. 11:6-9. 
Rather than descr ibing a time when literal wild 
beasts shall frolic with domestic animals, the 
passage sets forth the peaceful nature of the 
citizens of the kingdom of God. Verses 1-5 of that 
chapter  deal with the r ighteous king. Verses 6-9 
deal with the subjects of that king. The Bible often 
speaks of men under the figur e of beasts. "And in 
that day will I make a covenant for them with the 
beasts of the field, and with the fowls of heaven, and 
with the creeping things of the ground: and I will 
break the bow and the sword and the battle out of 
the earth, and will make them to lie down safely" 
(Hos. 2:18). God's covenants have not been made with 
the animal kingdom, but the human. When Isaiah 
foresaw the highway of holiness, he said "no lion 
shall be there, nor  any ravenous beast shall go up 
thereon, it shall not be found there; but the 
redeemed shall walk there" ( Isa. 35:8-10). "And I  
will make with them a covenant of peace, and will 
cause the evil beasts to cease out of the land, and 
they shall dwell safely in the wilderness, and sleep 
in the woods" (Ezek. 34:25). In Isa. 11:9 God made 
it clear that the peace he was descr ibing was to exist 
in his "holy mountain." Zech. 8:3 and Isa. 2:2-3 
identify his "holy mountain" with Jerusalem and 
with his house which would be built when the law of 
the Lord would go forth from that place. All of that 
was fulfilled in the establishment of the church into 
which all nations flow and in which the members 
are taught to live at peace with all men, and to be at 
peace among themselves. 

The peaceful and spir itual nature of the kingdom 
of Christ was indicated in the prophecy "behold, thy 
King cometh unto thee: he is just, and having 
salvation; lowly, and r iding upon an ass, and upon 
a colt the foal 'of an ass" (Zech. 9:9).  But the 
premillennialists have something more spectacular  
in mind with reference to the glor ious millennium 
they anticipate. 
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Prophecy identified the law of the coming 
kingdom as one that would be spir itual (Jer. 31:31-
34). This would be a law impr inted in the hearts of 
men. Under the old covenant a child was party to 
God's covenant by fleshly bir th and was taught so 
when he reached the age of understanding. Under 
the new covenant all are taught first and then come 
into the proper relationship with God (Heb. 8:6-13; 
Jno. 6:44-45). The conquest of Chr ist is not one in 
which men are made to tremble before an 
intimidating military power, but in which their  
minds are brought into captivity into Chr ist (II Cor. 
10:3-4). On Pentecost it is said "when they heard 
this, they were picked in their hearts" (Acts 
2:37). 

3. The Nature of the Kingdom as Viewed from the 
New Testament. Jesus said "T he kingdom of God 
cometh not with obser vation: Neither  shall they 
say, Lo here! or lo ther e! for, behold, the kingdom 
of God is within you" (Lk. 17:20-21). He further  
taught that the kingdom is entered by a bir th of 
water  and spir it (Jno. 3:3-5). Jesus disclaimed any 
pretensions of an earthly kingdom when he said to 
Pilate "my kingdom is not of this world" ( Jno. 
18:36-37). So, it is a kingdom not of this world, 
entered by a spir itual birth and which makes its 
abode not within certain geographical boundaries, but 
within the hearts of men. It is spir itual, and the 
millennialists are gravely in error when they try to 
make it anything else. 

Paul said that now "he is a Jew that is one 
inwardly," and that the circumcision that avails 
now is that of "the heart" (Rom. 2:28-29). He 
further  argued that under the gospel the children of 
Abraham are reckoned according to faith and not 
flesh (Gal. 3:7,9,29). Yet premillennialists teach 
Jews to continue in fleshly expectations. Man is not 
to glory in the flesh ( I  Cor. 1:29). "For flesh and 
blood cannot inher it the kingdom of God" ( I  Cor. 
15:50). "For the kingdom of God is not meat and 
drink" (Rom. 14:17). 

T he borders of the kingdom of Chr ist are not to 
be spr ead by mater ial conquest. T he sword used 
in the invasion of the wor ld is the "sword of the 
Spirit, which is the word of God (Eph. 6:17). It is 
that sword which pr icks the hearts of men, captures 
their minds and brings every thought into captivity 
unto the will of Chr ist. I debated a premillennialist 
who argued that in the millennium he and his 
religious partners were going to be the Lord's literal 
soldiers sent out to round up kings and rulers and 
bind them in fetter s and chains of iron. He said 
that at that time their  area of operation would be 
transfer red from the "arena of debate to that of 
military coercion." That carnalizes the kingdom of 
Chr ist to an extreme. 

It never was the purpose of God to usher in the 
kingdom of his Son with blar ing trumpets, with 
great pomp and fanfare. Rather he came meek and 
lowly r iding upon an ass. He did not court the favor 
of the ruler s, but turned to the poor and humble. 
He taught that the way to greatness was through 
humility, thus he humbled himself and became 
obedient unto death. The ambassadors he sent out 
were ordinary men equipped with the special guid-
dance of the Holy Spir it. Under that guidance they 
made known the law of the Lord, men learned it, 
walked in his paths, made their peace with God and 
thus with each other as they were born of the water  

and spir it, the kingdom came into them as they 
came into it, and that kingdom which began as a 
grain of mustard seed has expanded through the 
centur ies so that the great throng which gathers 
about the gr eat white throne in eternity will be 
made up of all nations, kindreds and tongues who 
gained their  citizenship in the kingdom made 
without hands. Any effort to alter  the nature of 
that kingdom to make it earthly, mater ial and 
carnal, abuses the word of God and cheapens the 
glor ious ar rangement God made for his own. 

(The next article will deal with 
the second coming of Christ) 

 

The carbon 14 method is used in dating organic 
mater ials. This method is dependent on the measure 
of the amount of radioactive carbon found in the 
organic mater ial that remains. By the ef fect of 
cosmic ray? from outer  space nitrogen is changed 
to carbon 14, which is radioactive carbon. T his can 
be determined by weight, since the atomic weight 
is 14 while the atomic weight or ordinar y car bon 
is 12. Carbon combines with oxygen to form carbon 
dioxide, which is used by plants in making food by 
a process of photosynthesis. T he food is then 
car r ied to the cells and tissues of the plants. Some 
of this radioactive carbon joins the oxygen and is 
used in this process of food-making. When the 
organism dies the carbon 14 ceases to enter the 
tissues and that which is pr esent begins to 
decay. T he half  life of carbon 14 is 5,568 years 
plus or minus 30 years. The amount of carbon 14 in 
the tissues indicates the age of the organic matter . 
This method of dating is considered accurate up to 
about 25,000 years. Beyond this time there is so 
little radioactivity remaining that this method is 
practically useless in dating. Some difficulties ar ise 
from this method of age determination. Non-
radioactive carbon may diminish the radioactivity of 
mater ials and increase the apparent age. Also, 
physical and chemical processes may enr ich the 
radioactive carbon content and thus cause a 
decrease in the apparent age of the mater ial. 
T here is still too little known of the 
biogeochemistry of carbon to count heavily on this 
method of dating without a great deal of  
reservation. 

 
When you renew, why not send Searching The 
Scriptures to three of your friends and receive 
your renewal free? All four for  only $7.50. 
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SAVING SOULS 

All childr en of God admit ther e is no gr eater 
work in all the wor ld than the saving of lost men 
and women. I  marvel however  sometimes at how 
little attention we give to this the greatest work. It 
has never been easy to convert the lost. There are 
times in the history of the church when it is harder 
than at other times and this should also be admitted 
by all. It is also true that we are now in one of those 
indifferent per iods that have character ized past 
history. To meet this indifference there are things 
we can do. Simple things that too many times are 
lost to sight as we seek to do the Lord's work. Let 
me suggest a few to the readers of the paper . 

First, we need to know who the prospects for 
obedience to the gospel are. A list of them should 
be clear ly in the mind of the entire congregation. 
It is not enough to just preach the truth in a 
general way and hope that someone will come and 
hear. I know and have heard many preacher s say, 
"tell me who is in the audience and what are their  
needs." In this way real direction is given to the 
teaching of the gospel. This was the rule of the 
apostles from Pentecost to Agr ippa. Instead of 
avoiding the error that is in the minds of men, 
meet it with the truth. I  remember  sever al years 
ago on the same night and in the same meeting two 
members of the church came to me before the 
service and stated that they had brought a 
denominational person with them. It happened 
that they were both of the same faith. One said, 
"Be careful and do not say anything that would be 
controversial," and the other said, "If you can teach 
in such a way that she will see she is wrong." We 
need to know the condition of the prospect and we 
need to know above all who are lost and 
candidates for the salvation that is in Chr ist. 

Secondly, the salvation of these men and women 
needs to be heavy on our  heart. It is little wonder 
that we find it hard to convert men and women when 
we who are saved are not too concerned. Preachers 
many times leave the impression that they would be 
glad to baptize anyone who will come but that it is 
not a matter that will disturb them either way. T hey 
hold meeting after meeting and perhaps preach good 
sermons but fail to make the church; and the lost 
see and feel the great urgency of obedience. T hey 
fail to pr ay about the pur pose of the gospel and 
fail to make the br ethren see the need to pray. 
Sermon after sermon goes by without a fer vent 
appeal to the lost. Not long ago a fine preacher in 
many ways said this, "T her e ar e some pr eachers 
who can have baptisms and there are some who 
cannot, and I  am in the latter group." Regardless of 
his sincer ity just think of what he has said. I 
preach God's power to save but I  am not a 
preacher who can save the lost. T he truth of the 
matter is this, with an attitude of this kind he will 
never  be able to move men. He is not putting 
enough emphasis on 

obedience. He is not talking about it in his lessons. 
Brethren are not being stirred to help in this great 
work. 

Brethren, we need to know who the prospects are 
and need to preach and work for their  salvation. We 
need to pour out not only the love of God in sending 
his son, but our love and concern for the lost. Then 
and only then will we be successful. Remember, we 
need to teach, teach, teach, but we also need to 
follow the example of Peter on Pentecost when in 
verse 40 of the 2nd chapter of Acts we find Luke 
record, "And with many other words did he testify 
and exhort, saying, Save yourselves from this 
untoward generation." 

THE BEGINNING OF SORROWS! 

George Pennock, Nigeria, West Africa  

T he latest plan of some of our "Where T here Is 
No Pattern" brethren has gained wide publicity, and 
thus it is only fair  that I  say a word concerning it. 
For three year s the br ethren in E aster n Niger ia 
have shown little interest, or inclination to help with 
the work in the Mid-west, though geographically, 
it is closer to them than to us. Brethren Bill Hall, 
Aude McKee, Paul E arnhart, and others, labored 
much on behalf of this work. Many were the 
sacr ifices— days spent going from house to house; 
nights spent in the street; poor food; long absences 
from home and family; the drain on financial 
resources, and the strain on the physical body. These 
were all bor ne cheerfully for the work's sake, but 
where were the E astern brethren dur ing this time? 
What contr ibutions were they making to this vital 
work? 

Now dramatically they proclaim they are going 
to Benin City. A question or two are certainly in 
order. Why the sudden inter est in Benin? I s the 
work there in greater need now than it was two or 
three years ago? What do they hope to accomplish? 
Are there not cities in the E ast where there is a 
greater  need ? Onitsha, Awke, Idah, Udi, Abakaliki, 
Makurdi and the eastern region capital of E nugu 
ar e virgin fields. It is evident that they ar e not 
going to establish the church!  The church has been 
in Benin for some time, though they have not shown 
the slightest interest in it for four or five years. 
WHY THE SUDDEN INTEREST IN BENIN? 

It is reported that they hope to start a "Bible" 
school, but this is certainly puzzling if it be true. 
Where will the students come from? Ar e there 
enough prospective students in the seven small Mid-
western churches to make the establishment of a 
school desirable or  necessary? Where will the money 
come from for such an undertaking— from 
individuals or churches? 

The churches in the Mid-west have NOT invited 
them to come. Contrar iwise, brethren in both Benin 
and Sapele have written them, urging them NOT to 
come; and pointing out to them the consequences 
that such a rash move could have. But still they 
forge ahead with their plans! Have they no 
concern for the peace and well being of the 
church? Pleas designed "to preserve the unity of 
the spir it in the bond of peace" have, so far, fallen 
on deaf ears. This may well be the beginning of 
sorrows in Niger ia. I  pray that I 'm wrong, but one 
cannot help 



Page 8 

but feel that dark and trying days are ahead. While 
praying that God in his mercy will deliver the cause 
throughout Niger ia from such a tr ial, we must 
prepare our selves against such a day; for  i f  we 
are called upon to bear this cross, we must be 
prepared to do our best. Pray that God will grant us 
wisdom and st rength in that day!  

One zealous brother now in the U.S. raising funds, 
tells his audiences that he is coming to the "Western 
Region." T he same report  has been made in the 
press. T here is little excuse for such inaccuracies! 
One of the brethr en involved spent the past two 
year s in Niger ia and should know better. Benin 
City, where brother Solomon Etuk is the faithful 
gospel preacher, is their target, and it is NOT in the 
Western Region. Niger ia is politically divided into 
four States or Regions: Northern, Eastern, Western 
and Mid-Western. Benin City is the capital of the 
Mid-Western Region, and is NOT in the Western 
Region at all. What is the purpose of this inaccuracy 
and sudden activity? Only the Lord and these 
brethren involved really know. 

 

ANSWERING ROMAN CATHOLIC 
NEWSPAPER ADVERTISING!! 

One of the titles of the Knights of Columbus 
Advertising Series, is ...  "NO . . . THE BIBLE IS 
NOT OUR SOLE GUIDE!" To this particular 'ad' we 
now give our attention, inasmuch as it contains a 
number of UNTRUE STATEMENTS, and 
UNSUBSTANTIATED ASSERTIONS. 

However, in fairness, we should point out the 
TRUTHFULNESS of their title . . . i.e., "No . . . The 
Bible Is NOT Our (Catholic Church's) Sole Guide!" 
For the Roman Catholic Church has so many 
different "guides" in religion, that many of her  
honest and sincere followers scarcely know where to 
turn. Actually, the Roman Catholic Church accepts 
seven addit ional Old Testament books that the 
ancient Hebrews to whom it was or iginally given, 
rejected as non-canonical. Next, we should mention 
the more than 2,400 Canon Laws, many of which are 
binding upon the "lay member" (A non-Biblical 
term) of the Roman Catholic Church. We would 
be remiss in our dealing with this subject if we 
failed to mention the many Papal E ncyclicals, which 
contain "infallible utterances" binding upon the 
consciences of the total membership of the Western 
Church. T hen, there are those decrees of the 
General Councils of the Roman Catholic Church, 
plus the instances when the Pope has specifically 
spoken ex cathedra, allegedly car rying with such 
an utterance, attendant infallibility. 

T he f i rst par agr aph of the Catholic 'ad' asser ts 
". . . the Catholic Church is the Mother of the Bible." 
"T his claim is about as accur ate as to claim that 
"the John Birch Society wrote the United States 
Constitution." 

The New Testament had been complete for five 
hundred years, before the bishop of Rome 
successfully took unto himself the title of "Universal 
Bishop" (606 A.D.). The New Testament had been 
complete for nine hundred and fifty years, when 
the E astern Churches and the Western Church 
"parted company" as a result of the growing claims 
and pretensions of the Bishop of Rome (1054 A.D.). 
The Old Testament had been completed nearly four  
hundred years before Chr ist, and the New 
Testament Chr istians were termed "noble" as a 
result of their  study of it (Acts 17:11); they were 
told to "study" . . . "Handling accur ately the 
word of truth," ( I I  Tim. 2:15) ; and, conclusively, 
the Apostle Paul wrote: " ... from childhood you have 
known the sacred writings which are able to give you 
the wisdom that leads to salvation through faith 
which is in Chr ist Jesus. All Scr ipture is inspired by 
God and profitable for teaching, for  reproof, for 
cor rection, for training in r ighteousness; that the 
man of God may be adequate, equipped for  every 
good work" ( I I  T im. 3:15-17). Thus, inspiration 
itself testifies to the fact that SCRIPTURE 
adequately equips the student of it, for EVERY 
GOOD WORK. T his leaves nothing to be desired 
or  added, since the fir st century A.D. 

The second paragraph of the 'ad' states: "But we 
(Catholicism) do not agree with the modern theory 
that the Bible is the one and only source of religious 
truth." Thus, Roman Catholics deny and reject the 
plain statement of the passage just given from the 
pen of the Apostle Paul. Note, please, that the 'ad' 
asserts that the idea of the Bible being the one and 
only source of religious truth, is a "MODERN 
THEORY"! The Apostle John quoted Jesus as 
saying: "He who rejects Me, (Christ), and does not 
receive My sayings, has one who judges him; the 
word I spoke is what will judge him at the last day" 
(John 12:48). Obviously, if we are going to be 
judged upon the basis of Chr ist's teachings, then 
we MUST respectfully study the New Testament, 
for IT ALONE contains the teachings of Chr ist, and 
quotations from Chr ist. Later in the same book (the 
Gospel according to John), the Apostle testified ... 
"Many other  signs therefore Jesus also performed 
in the presence of the disciples, which are not 
written in this book; but these have been wr itten 
that you may believe that Jesus is the Chr ist, the 
Son of God; and that believing you may have life 
in His name" (John 20:30-31). Clear ly, John 
states that although not everything Chr ist did in 
working miracles has been told about in the New 
Testament record, but "T HESE HAVE BE E N 
WRITTEN" ... an adequate amount HAS BEEN 
RECORDED in order to accomplish the desired 
result of the salvation of souls. 

CONCLUSION 
Please consider these questions: (1) If the Roman 

Catholic Church gave the Bible to the wor ld, why 
is it not once mentioned therein? (2) IF the Bible 
is a "Roman Catholic Book" why did the Roman 
Catholic Church fail to mater ialize as we know' it, 
for at least FIVE HUNDRED YEARS AFTER THE 
NEW TESTAMENT WAS COMPLETED? (3) IF 
the Bible was authored by Roman Catholics, why 
does it not mention (a)  The Pope of Rome? (b)  
College of Cardinals? (c) Arch-bishops? (d)  
Ecumeni-  

P
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THE PROGRESSION OF WORLDLINESS  

"For everyone that doeth evil hateth the light, 
neither  cometh to the light, lest his deeds should be 
reproved" (John 3:20). But when the light is turned 
off and evil deeds go unreproved, when society 
lowers its moral standards and actually approves 
evil deeds, then they are boldly advocated and 
brazenly practice. Many rejected and reproved sins of 
yesteryear are now approved and accepted by society, 
including many churches. T his has served to 
corrupt the minds and morals of men with false 
moral standards, allowing them to sin without 
restraint or  remorse. When sin becomes acceptable 
and respectable in general, when r ighteousness is 
regarded as being out of date, then worldliness is "on 
the march" with devastating results. 

THE WORLD LEGALIZES SIN 
Due to political pressures and widespread 

practices, governments have continually enacted 
laws legalizing many sins to satisfy the demands of 
lustful society. Adultery is legalized almost 
universally by gr anting divorces and remar r iages 
for ever y cause. Gambling in var ious forms is 
lawful throughout the world. T he unholy, ungodly, 
shameful and sinful traffic in human misery of 
making and selling intoxicating beverages has long 
been legalized on the flimsy grounds that it is 
better for society. But it is never better to legalize 
sin. Indeed, "the whole wor ld lieth in wickedness" 
( I  John 5:19). "T he lust of the flesh, the lust of the 
eye, and the pr ide of life" are its guiding 
pr inciples. 

CHURCHES SEEK TO SCRIPTURALIZE SIN 
The legalizing of sin has affected many churches. 

T heir moral principles have so deter iorated that 
they now accept what they once condemned. T hey 
have sought through Councils and Conventions to 
"scr ipturalize" sin by voting official approval. This 
gives comfort to those who desire to fulfill fleshly 
lusts. The following examples illustrate the 
progression of worldliness into churches. 

INTOXICATING BEVERAGES: It is an 
indisputable fact that the Roman Catholic,-church 
makes and sells liquor and wine. Beer is f reely 
sold at many Catholic picnics on church grounds. 
The Protestant Episcopal Church endorsed social 
dr inking at its Miami convention in 1958, 
(LOUISVILLE  T IMES, Oct. 15, 1958). In the name 
of "tolerance" many others will no doubt follow. 

ADULTERY has long been acceptable to many 
churches, who  say officially that one may divorce 

and r emar r y f or many causes, other  t han the one 
Bible cause of  for nication. I have filed art icles and 
cr eed statements f r om chur ch author i t ies which 
seek to justify this sin. Will they also appr ove 
fornication ? 

Recently, due to the or ganized demand of  
students, the L uther an Chur ch of  Sweden said 
thr ough its of f icial chur ch paper : "P r emar ital 
sexual r elations should not be condemned as a sin 
so long as the people involved sincer ely planned to 
mar r y." (NASHVILLE TENNESSEAN, Apri l  26, 
1964). T hus they seek to modify Bible teaching and 
scr ipturalize the sin of  f or nication! T ime and 
demands will no doubt r emove thei r  arbit rar y 
r est r iction that the f ornicators must plan to mar r y. 
Will we live to see ecclesiastical appr oval of  
legalized pr ostitution? 

GAMBL I NG has long been appr oved, pr omoted 
and conducted by many chur ches. At a Catholic 
picnic in Kentucky, I per sonally counted twenty-
eight gambling booths, including a dice table, with 
nuns, a five year old boy and his mother, and 
multitudes gambling with the blessing of the pr iest 
who was on the scene. I t  is a lucrative sour ce of  
income f or these gambling chur ches. 

L ASCI VIOUSNESS is sanctioned by chur ches 
which promote and conduct dances, and who approve 
mixed bathing and scanty attir e in public places. At 
least one church endorses and practices nudism! Of  
cour se, they would say such is appr oved by God!  

How much further  can chur ches go than to allow 
nudism, fornication, adulter y, dancing, gambling 
and liquor  drinking? No wonder  sin and crime is on 
the r ise among young people: the older  "r eligious" 
folks ar e leading the way!  

CONCLUSION 
T he cor rupting influence of legalized and cler gy 

appr oved sins has no doubt cr ept into chur ches of  
Chr ist. While some do not endor se these sins, 
neither  will they pr each against them, thus giving 
comfort to the guilty. T he failur e to pr each plainly 
against worldliness in whatever  f orm it takes r esults 
in spiritual ignorance, sinful practices, slumbering 
consciences and lost souls. Alr eady many young 
people ar e asking why they should not dance, drink 
socially, publicly wear  shor ts, divor ce and r emar ry, 
and engage in pr emarital sexual r elations.  

Worldliness is on a r ampage without and within 
the chur ch, endangering the souls of millions. I t  is 
a major  i ssue which thr eatens the pur i ty of  the 
church in ever y generation. T he swor d of the Spirit, 
God's wor d, is our only weapon to combat its 
progr ession. "Cr y aloud, spar e not, lift up thy 
voice like a trumpet, and show my people their  
transgr essions. . ." is applicable in each gener ation 
( I saiah 58:1). But we pr eacher s must take heed to 
our selves, keeping our bodies under  subjection, 
lest af ter we hav e pr eached to other s, we 
our selves should be r ejected ( I  Cor. 9:27). L et us all 
take heed lest we become entangled again in the 
pollutions of  the world and over come ( I I  P et. 2:20 -
22). L et us deny ungodliness and worldly lusts, and 
live soberly, righteously and godly in this pr esent  
wor ld ( T it. 2:12.) 

cals? ( e) Mass? ( f )  Convents? ( g )  Monaster i es? 
(h )  Bodily Assumption of May? (i) The 
Immaculate Conception? ( j )  Papal Infallibility? And 
many, many other inventions and innovations ? Read 
Matt. 15:8-9. 
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 THEY REHEARSED ALL THAT COD HAD DONE WITH 
THEM 

 "— Acts 
14:27 

 

Please send us your news r epor ts, especially 
announcements of gospel meetings to be 
conducted. T his is a good way to adver tise the 
meetings, but we cannot do it unless we r eceive 
the information in time to get it in the issue 
just pr eceding your meeting. Of cour se,  results 
of  meetings ar e also of  inter est .  Send your  
r epor ts at least a month bef or e you want them 
to appear.  We will appr eciate this cooper ation.  

Owen H. T homas, Waynesville, Ohio— As of  June 
1, I will have completed 22 months wor k with the 
chur ch her e in Waynesville. During this time ther e 
have been 27 r esponses to the gospel, 16 baptized 
and 11 r estor ed. I  am to begin wor k with the 
Bellgreen chur ch of  Chr ist near  Russellville, Ala. 
when I leave Waynesville. My new address will be: 
Route 8, Box 50, Russellville, Ala. 

L uther  Jones, Ashland City, T enn.— If  ther e ar e 
Chr istians in or  ar ound Ashland City, T ennessee 
who take a stand against liber alism in the chur ch, 
please contact L uther  Jones, 102 Adkisson, Ashland 
City, T enn. 

Ules G. Reid, Jr., Hartselle, Ala.— T he Westview 
congr egation in Har tselle will conduct a lectur e 
ser ies beginning May 27 thr ough June 7. We will 
have a dif f er ent speaker  each night with the entir e 
meeting dealing with cur r ent pr oblems facing the 
chur ch. T he building is located on Vaughn Bridge 
r oad. I will be with the T r ussville chur ch of  Chr ist 
near  Birmingham, Alabama in a gospel meeting 
beginnin g May 10 thr ough May 15.  

GOSPE L  ME E T I NGS 

W. C. Sawyer was with the new congr egation in 
Bowling Gr een, Ky.— the E astside church of  Chr ist, 
meeting tempor arily in the E leventh St. School —  
May 10-17 . . . Cecil Willis will pr each in a meeting 
June 8-17 at Expr essway congr egation in L ouisville, 
Ky. James P. Needham is the local evangelist. . . 
Ross Saunder s was with the Cent ral chur ch in 
L ouisville, Ky. April 27-May 6. J. F. Dancer  was in 
a meeting at Pr eston Highway in the same city,  
May 10-17 . . .  E d Har rell will be with the Wendell 
Avenue chur ch in L ouisville, Ky., August 16-23. 
F rank Jamer son is the evangelist at Wendell 
Avenue. 

Roy E . Cogdill will be in a gospel meeting with 
the Ber ney Points church in Birmingham, Ala., June 
8-14. Dennis L . Reed is the local evangelist. . . 
Gilber t  Copeland was with E ugene Bri tnell and 
the Ar ch St. chur ch in L ittle Rock, Ar k., May 3-10 
. . . J. R. Snell of L aur el, Miss, was in a meeting 
beginning May 18 at Beaver  Dam, Ky. . . .  A. C. 
Grider  of Meridian, Miss, was with the Belmont 
Heights church in T ampa, Fla. in a meeting May 11-
20 . . . Charles A. Holt of Wichita Falls, T exas was 
with the 

Glen Park church in Gary, Ind., May 11-17 .. . Jack 
Hobby of Merritt Island was with the Pine Hills 
church in Or lando, Fla. wher e Connie W. Adams 
pr eaches, May 10— 17 . . . Bob F. Owen of T ampa, 
Fla. was with the Spring and Blaine chur ch in St. 
L ouis in a meeting which began May 3. Jimmy 
T uten is the pr eacher . . . Homer Hailey of T ampa, 
Fla. was with F er r ell Jenkins and the West E nd 
chur ch in Bowling Gr een, Ky., Apri l  26-May 3.  

B. G.  Hope   of  the  T welf th   Str eet   chur ch  in 
Bowling Gr een, Ky. was with the Westvue chur ch 
in Mur f r eesbor o, T enn. May 3-8. Dave Br adford is 
the local pr eacher . . . Louis Gar r ett of T ampa, Fla. 
was with the Huf f man chur ch in Birmingham, Ala. 
May 3- 10 . . . Harr is J. Dar k pr eached on the wor k 
of  the   church   May   5-9  at  the   Belshir e   church 
in  Nashville,  T enn . . . L uther   Blackmon  was   the 
speaker in a meeting at the Belmont chur ch in I n-  
dianapolis, Ind. wher e William Wallace pr eaches . .. 
Grover  S tevens of  L ouisville, Ky. was in a gospel 
meeting at Fair view chur ch in  Birmingham, Ala., 
May 10-17. E ar l  Rober tson is the local pr eacher . 

C. L . Over tu r f  o f  Tampa, Fla. was in a meeting 
with the L akeshor e church in Jacksonville, Fla. May 
24-31. Oaks Gowen is the pr eacher  at  Lakeshor e ... 
War d Holland was with S. L eonar d T yler  and the 
Pine  Bluff  church  in  a  meeting  April   19-26 . . . 
Robert L. McDonald of  T yler, T exas was in a meet-  
ing   May   4-10   at   the   Floral   Heights   church   in 
Wichita  Falls,  T exas  wher e  Joe  D.  Scarborough 
preaches. 

Grover  S tevens of the Park Boulevard church in 
L ouisville, Ky. r eports that Richard Weaver of Cull-
man, Ala. pr eached in one of the best meetings in 
the histor y of the chur ch in L ouisville. T her e wer e 
25 responses to the invitation of the gospel. 15 
baptized, 5 r estor ed, and 5 placed member ship.  

EDITOR BUSY IN MEETINGS James P. 
Miller  co-editor  of  Searching T he Scriptur es will 
speak in the following meetings in July and 
August. July 5-12 will find him with the chur ch in 
Newbur n, T ennessee and Jesse Kelly . . . July 19-
26 with the E astland church in Nashville wher e 
Rufus Clifford preaches and July 27-August 2 with 
the sound br ethr en in T ompkinsvil le, Kentucky. 
Ross Spear s pr eaches f or  the new congr egation 
ther e. Br ethr en ar e asked to take note of  these 
meetings and make your plans to be pr esent.  

GOS P E L  ME E T I NG 
H. E. Phillips of  Tampa will be in a gospel meeting 

with the West Hollywood, Flor ida church June 7-14. 
All in that ar ea ar e invited to attend these ser vices. 

L . L. Applegate, Cottondale, Fla.— Our work in 
Ver non, Florida is ver y encouraging, having star ted 
with thr ee famil ies about nine months ago. P r ay 
fo r  us. 
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Karl Diestelkamp, Milwaukee, Wise.— The West 
Allis church in Milwaukee, Wisconsin has rented a 
used church building at 1029 S. 58th Street and 
announces the times of services as follows: Sunday 
—  Bible study, 10:00 a.m.; Assembled worship, 
11:00 a.m.; Evening worship, 6:30 p.m. Thursday—  
Bible study 7:30 p.m. We would appreciate receiving 
the names of your  relatives, friends, and contacts 
who live in the metropolitan Milwaukee area. Send 
any correspondence to Karl Diestelkamp who labors 
with this church, 3361 S. 98th St., Milwaukee 27, 
Wisconsin. 

Maurice W. Jackson, Jr., T itusville, Fla.— The 
church of Chr ist at  Titusville recently completed a 
nine day gospel meeting. Marshall E. Patton of 
Orlando, Fla. did an excellent job of preaching the 
gospel. His lessons were of the very finest. Many 
congregations throughout central Flor ida were 
represented from night to night. Good attendance 
and interest prevailed. One was baptized into 
Chr ist. T wo were baptized and two restored a 
couple of weeks pr ior to the meeting. Others are 
expected to obey the gospel within the near future. 

Vernon R. Butler, Jacksonville, Fla.— Bennie Lee 
Fudge recently finished a great gospel meeting April 
29 at the Orange Park church of Chr ist. One was 
baptized into Chr ist and two restored. T his was a 
gr eat meeting in many ways. T he gospel was 
preached faithfully every day and night and the 
brethren of this area were brought into closer 
fellowship with those of like precious faith. The 
church was greatly edified and much lasting good will 
come from the faithful preaching of brother Fudge. 
J. W. L indsey is the preacher  at Orange Park. 

Connie W. Adams, Orlando, Fla.— I have just 
returned from a meeting with the Gingellville 
congregation near Pontiac, Michigan, in which one 
was baptized and two restored. Faithful brethren 
will be glad to know that there are five 
congregations in the Detroit-Pontiac- Flint ar ea 
which ar e walking in the "Old Paths." ( 1) Wayne 
Cent ral meets at 35900 Palmer Rd., Wayne, 
Michigan. G. E. Dickinson is the preacher. His phone 
number is 721-1312. This is the largest of the five 
and has about 100 in attendance on Sunday 
morning. (2) T he South Macomb church meets at 
27718 Harper at 11 Mile Rd. in St. Clair Shores. 
Contact H. C. Palmer, 24705. Johnston, E . Detroit, 
Michigan, phone PR 3-1582. (3)  The Romulus 
church meets at 9426 S. Wayne Rd., Romulus, 
Michigan. (4) The Flint church meets at 963 W. 12th 
St. Contact Ezekiel Gowin, 3032.E. Whittemore, 
Flint 7, Michigan, phone 843-1726. (5) The 
Gingellville congregation meets at 4193 Baldwin 
Rd., Pontiac, Michigan. Contact Flavil E. Wallace, 
761 E . Madison, Pontiac, Michigan. At present Jim 
Prestininizi is preaching, for the Gingellville 
congregation. He supports himself in business 
through the week, but is willing to work full- time in 
that area if adequate support can be raised, or 
would consider local work elsewhere. He is a faithful 
preacher, 29 years old, and may be contacted at 
25258 Campbell, Warren, Michigan. The Detroit 
area has been neglected. Only one of the five 
congregations listed has a full- time preacher. Who 
can help support men in that  ar ea? 

Ross Saunders, Lebanon, Ky.— The Lord willing, 
I  shall have completed three and one-half years of 
very pleasant work at Lebanon, Kentucky, June 14, 
1964. These have been profitable years for the Lord 
in this area. I  am profoundly grateful to the Lord for 
every opportunity he has afforded me while here, 
and I  pr ay that he has been pleased with these 
efforts. The brethren here are wonderful, and have a 
love for the truth. By June 21, we shall have moved 
to Lake Wales, F lor ida, to begin work with that  
fine church. We shall follow the Hugh Davis family 
there. We are looking forward to the work there and 
beseech your prayers that it may be a successful 
work. Our departure from Lebanon is one of a 
peaceful nature. We love these brethren very much 
and appreciate their  considerate and loving attitude 
toward us. They are now seeking someone to fill the 
vacancy we shall leave. I  can recommend this work 
to any sound man in the faith, who will preach the 
t ruth simply, plainly, and boldly. T his congrega-
tion is sound in every way and any other kind of 
preaching would not fit their  expectation. A man 
of God could not want to be treated mor e fairly 
than these brethren have been with me. Interested 
parties may address their inquir ies to: church of 
Chr ist, Box 18, Lebanon, Kentucky. 

GOSPEL MEETING 
Carroll W. Puckett, Montgomery, Ala.— The Gay 

Meadows church of Christ, 2665 Fisk Road, 
Montgomery, Alabama will conduct a gospel meeting 
May 20 through 30. Sewell Hall of Birmingham, 
Alabama will do the preaching. 

V. C. McCormick, Sciotoville, Ohio— Aude McKee 
presented some excellent lessons from first to last 
in our gospel meeting April 6-12. All who heard were 
profited for  having been present. The full effect of 
such messages can not be harvested until the great 
day of the Lord. Four were baptized and one placed 
membership. I  believe even the membership of this 
congregation attended better  and more consistently 
than in times past. The edification and spir itual 
fellowship should encourage all in the work of the 
Lord. 

James P. Miller, Tampa, Flor ida . . . The results of 
the May meeting with Marshall Patton of Or lando 
as the preacher was 11 baptized and 1 restored. This 
was one of the finest meetings in the history of the 
Seminole congregation. Patton is one of the ablest 
preachers in the church today. His lessons are 
profound yet so simple all can understand. Cecil 
Bennett led the singing in a wonderful way . .. 
T he April meeting with the Downtown church in 
Lawrenceburg, Tenn. resulted in 9 baptized and 4 
restored. Hershel Patton is the local preacher and is 
speaking on the radio every day. His work is making 
itself felt in middle T ennessee. Earl Fly and the 
First Street church helped with the effort by 
attending almost every service. Bill Hall directed the 
singing and is one of the best. . . Don Bassett of 
Temple Terrace in Tampa baptized 5 in a Dade City 
meeting with Roland Lewis. This was a May ser ies . 
.. J. T. Smith preached in a good meeting with the 
MacDill Avenue congregation in T ampa and 4 
were added by baptism. Colin Williamson is the 
local evangelist 
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SCRIPTURAL ELDERS AND DEACONS 
H.   E.  Phillips 
A thorough study of the qualifications, 
relationships, and work of elder s, deacons 
and the   church.— 312  pages. 

— $3.75 

J. D. TANT, TEXAS PREACHER  
Yater Tant 
A  biography  of  one of  the  great  preachers 
of   yesteryear.   Contains   some   of   the    most 
pointed    sayings   and   works   of   this   T exas 
preacher.   Every   page   will   thrill   you.— 479 
pages. 

— $4.00 
TITLES AND SYMBOLS OF CHRIST 

James  Large 
Of unusual interest and usefulness to 
pr eacher s and teacher s. All titles and 
symbols of  Chr ist are alphabetically listed for 
ready refer ence and use. There are two 
hundred and eighty  titles  and  symbols  
used.— 486  pages. 

— $4.95 
THINGS MOST  SURELY BELIEVED 

Forrest   D.  Moyer 
Deals with Christian evidences. T hese sixteen 
brief sermons state clearly the Christian's 
"r eason for the hope" that is in him. Deals 
with God, Christ, the cross, sin and 
redemption,  the  church,   heaven   and   hell. 

Paper bound— $1.50  

THAYER'S GREEK-ENGLISH LEXICON 
OF THE  NEW TESTAMENT 

Henry Thayer 
One of  the most   standar d  and reliable  
lexicons of  the  New  T estament  Greek  in   
print. 

— $8.95 

COMMENTARY ON ROMANS  
David Lipscomb   &  J.  W.  Shepherd 
One of the most used commentaries in year s 
past. T he detailed table of contents and 
complete index enhance this volume's 
usefulness. — 292 pages. 

— $3.50 

SPEAKING  FOR THE MASTER 
Batsell B. Baxter 
A course in public speaking. Composed of 16 
chapters to enable public speakers to become 
better speaker s and teacher s. Can be used 
for class study. 

— $3.50 

CHURCHES OF TODAY 
L. G. Tomlinson 
A book covering many denominations, their 
beliefs and practices with the New T estament 
teaching that  refutes  i t. 

— $2.50 

OPENING   THE   BOOK   OF   THE 
SEVEN SEALS 

Ashley S. Johnson 
For  60  yea rs t h is book has been out of 
print. Twenty - two sermons— one on each 
chapter of the Book of Revelation. 

— $3.95  

COMMUNISM: ITS FAITH AND 
FALLACIES 

James D.  Bales 
A book of real value in knowing the dangers 
and threats of Communism to the work of the 
lord. T his   book  is well  documented. 

— $3.95 

THE EPISTLES OF PAUL 
W.  J.   Conybeare 
T his   book   embodies   the   translation   of   the 
epistles    of    Paul    together   with    notes   and 
comments. 

— $2.50 

FIFTY YEARS IN THE CHURCH 
OF ROME 

Charles Chinoquy 
T his book was written by one who knows. 
He was for 25 years a priest in the Roman 
Catholic Church. T he whole working of Roman 
Catholicism is exposed in this book filled 
with  human  interest. 

— $3.75 

PAUL'S  LETTERS  TO 
TIMOTHY AND TITUS 

Don  DeWelt 
Use this book for personal study. T he reader  
who wants to study the epistles for himsel f  
has a good help in this volume. Many 
expository sermon ideas for the preacher are 
found  in   this commentary.— 332  pages. 

— $3.95 

ROMANS REALIZED 
Don   DeWelt 
A textbook, a work book, a teaching manual, 
a commentary on this book of the New 
T estament. A help to the Bible teacher. —
269 pages. 

— $3.95 

HOW WE GOT THE BIBLE  
Neil   R.   Lighrfoot 
T his is a factual account of how the Bible 
has been preserved and handed down to our 
generation. Suitable for individual and group 
study. Thirteen chapters of helpful information 
on the  Bible.— 126 pages. 

— $2.50 

SERMONS BY McGARVEY  
J. W.  McGarvey 
A well known book of sermons by the 
lamented J. W. McGarvey. T wenty- four full  
length sermons on important Bible subjects.—  
400   pages. 

— $3.00 

THE COGDILL-WOODS DEBATE 
Roy E.  Cogdill & Guy  N.  Woods 
A debate in Birmingham, Alabama in 1957 
on Or phan Homes and Her ald Of Truth. —  
389  pages. 

— $4.00 

THE DEAD SEA SCROLLS 
Charles  F.   Pfeiffer 
A r evised and enlarged edition of the 
author's pr eviously published popular book 
by the same title. A study of the Dead Sea 
Scrolls, how they were discovered and their  
signif icance.— 119  pages. 

— $2.50 

WHY WE BELIEVE  THE BIBLE 
George W.  DeHoff 
T his book shows the r easonable basis upon 
which the inspired word of God must be 
accepted as final authority. Thirteen chapters 
of a carefully written book. It will strengthen 
your faith   in the word of God.— 1 20 pages. 

— $2.50 

HITCHCOCK'S TOPICAL BIBLE AND 
CRUDEN'S CONCORDANCE 

Roswell D. Hitchcock 
A   book   of   unusual    usefulness.   T he   entire 
Bible arranged  accor ding  to topics. T he 
result 
is an encyclopedic  r eference book for finding 
thousands  of   topics  with   minimum   time  and 
effort. 

— $9.95 
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"I enjoy Searching The Scr iptures and appreciate 
the firm stand you take in regards to liberalism."—  
Owen H. Thomas, Waynesville, Ohio. 

"I consider Searching T he Scr iptures one of the 
best."— Far r is J. Smith, Birmingham,' Ala. 

"I think this is one of the best papers I have read 
and enjoy it very much."— C. F. Howell, T itusville, 
Fla. 

"I  just want to send along my new address so I 
won't miss a copy of your wonderful paper. Keep up 
the good work."— Frances Lowe. Miami, Fla. 

"Keep up the good work."— Wm. T. Vickers, Jr ., 
Owensboro, Ky. 

"All who love truth will enjoy reading this 
paper."— Ralph R. Givens, Oceanside, Calif. 

"I enjoy reading the paper and wish I  could send 
it to others."— Sadie Kilburn. 

"I enjoy reading this magazine very much and 
appreciate its conservative outlook."— Wallace H. 
L ittle, Mesa, Ar iz. 

"I enjoy reading Searching T he Scr iptures ver y 
much because it is true to the book. Keep up the 
good work."— W. G. Hurst, Louisville, Ky. 

"Please renew my subscr iption for another  year . 
I have gained much knowledge from your wonderful 
paper."— Florence Jedlicka, Hialeah, Fla. 

"Let's continue to demand a thus saith the Lord 
for all we teach that God of heaven might continue 
to be glor ified to the end."— H. W. Renau, Phillips, 
Texas 

"I enjoy Searching The Scriptures and commend 
you and your staff for your stand for the truth."—  
Oliver  E . Newby, Memphis, Tenn. 

"Since I subscr ibed to Searching The Scr iptures 
last summer I  have learned to appreciate your work 
very much. It has been a source of encouragement 
to me to stand in the 'Old Paths.' The good 
accomplished by your  effort is immeasurable, and, 
thus, the value of the paper makes it worth every 
sacrifice on your part and mine to get it into as 
many hands as possible. In the future I  shall make 
every effort to introduce the work to my brethren, 
and, as I  am able, I  shall make it possible for some 
to receive the paper by subscr ibing for them. May 
the Lord continue to bless you, and rest assured 
that your  'work of faith and labor of love' is not in 
vain in the Lord."— Walton Weaver, Quitman, 
Ark.  

"I believe Searching T he Scr iptures is the best—  
and the only paper willing to pr int both sides of 
any subject. Any man or  group of men who ar e 
not willing to do this either know that they are 
wrong, or they are afraid to have it tested. May our 
Good Lord give you strength and courage to 
continue on and on."— W. L. Foshee, Bowling 
Green, Ky. 

"Keep the paper coming, we like it up here."—  
Kar l Diestelkamp, Milwaukee,  Wise. 

"We continue to enjoy Searching The Scr iptures. 
Your good work is truly appreciated. May God 
continue to shower His blessings upon you."—
Maurice W. Jackson, Jr., T itusville, Fla. 

"T he paper, Searching T he Scr iptures, is an 
exceptionally good paper. T he recent changes 
have been for the better."— Claude M. Wilsford, 
Pensa-cola, Fla. 

"I continue to enjoy Searching T he Scr iptures. It 
is among the best liter ature I  r eceive. Keep up 
the good work."— Ross Saunders, Lebanon, Ky. 

"Searching T he Scr iptures is one of the best I've 
seen and is doing much to hold back digression. 
Have received it for two years now and had it sent 
to others. I enjoy it ver y much. May God bless you 
in the good work."— Maggie Orton, Lawrenceburg, 
Tenn. 

"I appreciate the good work you are doing with 
Searching T he Scr iptures. T he paper  seems to be 
finer with each issue."— E . Paul Pr ice, Borger, Tex. 

"I thoroughly appreciate the fine job you brethren 
are doing through your paper. Keep up the fine 
work."— A. P. Brown, Jr ., Houston, Texas. 
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The danger which we will study together in this 
article is one that faced the Lord's church several 
year s ago. About 20 or 25 years ago there were 
efforts made to show that it was scr iptural for 
churches of Chr ist to contribute to the support of 
the colleges oper ated by the br ethren. It was a 
known fact that if and when this was proved, the 
support from churches would be forth coming. While 
little has been said in public about this in recent 
years, let no one think that nothing was being done 
about it. 

When opposition was voiced several years ago to 
church supported colleges, those in favor of it saw 
their  "sugar  stick" with which to get the approval 
of many. T here were a few benevolent institutions 
in existence at the time. Some reasoned that if the 
church could contr ibute out of her treasury to" one 
human institution, then she could contr ibute to two 
human institutions. With this idea, church support 
of benevolent institutions was drummed up to a 
tune never heard before. More benevolent 
institutions were started, calling upon churches to 
support them. As this began to take firm root in 
the minds of some, the idea of chur ch support of 
colleges again began to be advocated. 

One who has been used by his brethren in some 
debates affirmed this proposition along with church 
support of benevolent institution and the "Herald 
of T r uth." Her e is the proposition: "It is 
Scr ipturally r ight for churches to contribute money 
from the church treasur ies to support what is 
commonly called a Bible College in its work." This is 
the first proposition affirmed by W. T. Totty in The 
Indianapolis Debate. 

Of recent date, brother  Batsell Bar rett Baxter  
had gone on record as saying that church support 
of the colleges is scr iptural. Here are some 
quotations from a t ract by brother  Baxter  
entitled, "Questions and Issues Of  The Day." 

"If Chr istian schools are needed and can be 
used by the church to train its young, does this 
not establish a strong implication that the 
church might have some responsibility in 
starting such schools and causing them to be 
available when young people have need for  
them? If Chr istian schools are needed to train 
leaders for the church, does this not imply 
that the church needs to help get the schools 
ready to provide such training?" (Page 27.)  

"David L ipscomb and James A. Harding, in 
establishing the Nashville Bible School in 1891, 
held this view, for they solicited funds from 
congregations all over  Tennessee and 
surrounding states. These contributions were 
the means of starting this Chr istian school, in 
which the Bible has been taught for more than 
seventy years to ever y student ever y day 
along with such other  subjects as are needed 
to prepare young Chr istians for their places in 
life. This is 

the time-honored position held by our brethren, 
though in recent years it has been forgotten by 
many. I know of no reason to abandon the solid 
ground of this historic position." (Page 27.) 
"Actually, the church has depended upon 
these schools for many years to play a major  
role in the training of preachers, elders, 
teachers, and others. Is it not right that the 
church should provide the funds for the 
t raining of its own leader s?" (Page 29.)  

"Some who are agreed that the church can 
contr ibute to an orphans' home are not 
convinced that the church can contribute to a 
Chr istian school. It is difficult to see a 
significant difference so far  as pr inciple is 
concerned. T he orphans' home and the 
Chr istian school must stand or  fall together." 
(Page 29.)  

"It is my convict ion that the schools need 
to be dependent upon the churches, for their  
financial life blood in order for the schools to 
remain permanently loyal to the goals and 
principles which the Bible teaches." (Page 
30.) 
"T he above paragraphs have been wr itten to 

show that it is scr iptural for such contributions to 
be made . . . "  (Page 31.)  Brother  Baxter is head 
of the Bible department at David L ipscomb 
College; he is one of the featured speakers on the 
'Herald of T r uth'; he is one of the staff writers for 
the Gospel Advocate. T he editor of the Gospel 
Advocate, brother B. C. Good-pasture, is an elder   
of the church wher e brother Baxter preaches. 
Brother  Baxter says in a letter  that the elder s 
approve of the position taken by him in the 
t ract.  

Already, three college presidents have declared 
themselves in public to be committed to the 
proposition that churches can support the colleges. 
These college presidents are Rex A. Turner, 
President of Alabama Chr istian College; H. A. 
Dixon, President of Freed-Hardeman College; and 
Athens Clay Pullias, President of David L ipscomb 
College. 

Brethren, watch!  The time is here when a 
determined effort is going to be made for  church 
support of the colleges north of the Florida border. 
Brother Baxter  says this proposition is a "time-
honored" and "historic position"; but let brother 
Baxter give the SCRIPTURE which would give the 
"SCRIPTURAL POSITION". .Until he does, we will 
continue to oppose church contr ibutions to colleges. 

"WHAT IS AN ANTI?" 

J. Frank I ngr am, Blue Ash, Ohio 

Is it good ? Is it bad ? Is it a freak ? Is it a disease 
of some sort or what? Presently, the word "anti" 
is being used quite often by members of the church 
in reference to some of their own brethren, in the 
Lord, without knowing what the word means or 
implies, rightfully or wrongfully. In this short 
article, I  hope to help the thinking of those who are 
uninformed or confused. 

The word, "anti" means against or opposed to 
something. Consequently every Chr istian must be 
"anti-division", "anti- instrumental music", "anti-
sin", "anti- innovations", i.e. additions, subtractions 
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to the word of the Lord, the work and worship of 
God's people etc. Jesus was opposed to many 
things among the people of his day and his word 
constantly strikes out against many things that 
ought not to be. One might say, in an unkind 
manner,  "he was just another  "anti". T he Lord 
ordained the church a spir itual institution and she 
continued that way for many years. Today, many 
have turned congregations into nothing more than 
a social club; buildings into entertainment houses 
which were built with the Lord's money for the 
purpose of worship and the teaching of God's word. 
Buildings which are equipped with completely 
furnished kitchens, dining tables, recreation halls 
(shuffle board courts, ping pong tables and the 
like). For one to object to such doings, he is called 
an "anti", and should be glad he is. Many preachers 
(so-called) in the church are indicating they are 
"anti-gospel" preaching. While they are so liberal 
in other  areas, they are substituting story telling 
lessons for gospel lessons. I am glad to report I am 
"anti" against this sort of thing in the pulpit. Many 
still need to be told what to do to be saved through 
the use of God's word. It alone is sufficient (2 T im. 
3:16, 17; Psa. 19:7) . 

There are many preachers today who are no more 
than politicians, promoters, and pastors over picnics, 
parties, pageants, popular pleasures and to give 
endorsement (approval) of every scheme and idea 
which comes along from the flock. We should be 
able to see that men like this are similar to the 
prophets of Baal when they ought to be like E lijah 
of old and more recently like evangelists of the New 
Testament. 

There are many people, some sincere, some who 
are not, in the church today who have taken the 
word "anti" and ar e using it in the way of Satan 
to destroy the reputation and influence of good 
churches, faithful elders, and sound preachers. Just 
to say a man is an "anti" doesn't prove a thing 
unless what he teaches and practices is unscr iptural. 
Those who use this term to mark those who oppose 
them, seek to blind the minds of others as did the 
Pharisees of old, through prejudice. Remember that 
Jesus was more of an "anti" than anyone else could 
hope to be. Chr ist needs living and active voices 
now, to cry out against these departures and 
innovations in our times. There are many who are 
doing this and more are coming. Fr iends, this 
word "anti" is a prejudicial term designed to blind 
the uninformed. 

T he church of Chr ist which meets regular ly at 
4667 Cooper  Rd. in Blue Ash, Ohio is an "anti" 
chur ch, as in many ar eas, only in the sense we 
stand squarely against every innovation and 
departure from the Bible. We are "anti" 
ever ything the Lord is "anti" or  against. But i f  
the term is used to imply we are "anti" (against) 
the work of the Lord in teaching God's word to: 
the end of edifying the church etc., or  benevolence 
it is false and it is like wise true with those who are 
called "anti" elsewhere. We will, as we have, teach 
God's word, exercise benevolence, BUT in a way 
which IS in harmony with God's law. 

With the love of God from a pure heart (1 Cor. 
13) we must be firm in the proclamation of God's 
truth to have a firm body of Christians. We can no 
longer dilly dally around with error and those who 

ar ise amongst us teaching error. I plead with you 
dear readers, to consider the above and when you 
have strong convictions, you will realize that sin 
among the brethren cannot be overlooked anymore 
than those of denominationalism. If  we go to heaven 
we'll have to be an "anti." Oh Lord, help us to hold 
forth the truth and stand firmly against er ro r  o f  
all kinds. Amen. 

THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE CHURCH  

Morris D. Norman, Plant City, Florida 

In Matthew 16:16 Peter  confessed, "T hou art the 
Chr ist, the Son of the living God". Chr ist  then 
made the solemn promise that upon this rock, that 
he was the Son of God, He would build His church. 
By giving the keys of the kingdom to the apostles, 
He would build His church by them, or by authority 
invested in them to preach the gospel. "From that 
time forth began Jesus to show His disciples how 
that He must go into Jerusalem, and suffer many 
things of the elders and chief priests and scr ibes, 
and be killed, and be raised again the third day" 
(Matt. 16:21). His church could not be built until 
these things were accomplished. 

Paul addresses his first Corinthian letter to "the 
church of God which is at Cor inth" (1 Cor. 1:2). In 
1 Cor. 3:9 he says, "Ye are God's building". So the 
church which Christ promised to build was in 
existence at Cor inth. It was established when Paul 
laid the foundation, and "no other foundation can 
any man lay than that which is laid which is 
Jesus Chr ist" (1 Cor. 3:10, 11). Paul laid the 
foundation by preaching "Chr ist and Him 
crucified" (1 Cor. 2:2) ; by declar ing the gospel, 
which is the death, bur ial and resur rection of 
Chr ist (1 Cor. 15:1-4) . T he church at Corinth 
could not have existed except on these gospel 
facts; Jesus Chr ist, the crucified Lord being the 
foundation. 

Paul preached the same gospel at Ephesus (Eph. 
1:13). I t  was based upon the fact that God raised 
up Chr ist from the dead to be head of the church 
(Eph. 1:20-23). The Ephesians were a part of the 
church, being made alive with Chr ist when they 
were raised up ( Eph. 2:5, 6) ; being reconciled in 
one body by the cross and made nigh by the blood 
of Chr ist (Eph. 2:13, 16). Upon this basis they 
were the household of God; built upon the 
foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Chr ist 
Himself being the chief corner stone; they being the 
"building" being "built" for the habitation of God 
(Eph. 2:19-22). 

Hence the church at Ephesus was established by 
the preaching of the death, bur ial and resur rection 
of Chr ist, just as the church at Corinth had been; 
and just as every other  church of the Lord in any 
given community will come into existence, yea, even 
the first  chur ch of the Lord's people that ever  
existed. 

After the resurrection, Chr ist opened the 
understanding of the apostles in that it was 
wr itten in the scr iptures and that it behooved the 
Chr ist to suffer  and to r ise the third day, and that 
repentance and remission of sins should be 
preached in His name beginning at Jerusalem. They 
were to be witnesses of these things af ter  they 
had r eceived power   (Lk.   24:44-49).   On   
Pentecost   the   power  



 

 

 
came (Acts 2:1-4), and Peter, for the first time, 
preached Jesus as the Chr ist, using the keys of the 
kingdom, the author ity invested in him through the 
coming of the Holy Spir it, as the Lord had 
promised. He pr eached the same gospel that 
Paul preached at Corinth and Ephesus; the death, 
bur ial and resur rection of the Lord (Acts 2:23, 
24, 32). For the f irst time repentance and remission 
of sins was preached in the name of the Lord (Acts 
2:38), and for  the first time men and women were 
added to the chur ch  ( Acts 2:47). 

This pinpoints the time and place of the 
establishment of the church as well as the 
fulfillment of the kingdom prophecies that we have 
used so often and so effectively. There could be no 
church of the Lord until He died for our sins, was 
raised and exalted to the r ight hand of God in 
fulfillment of the eternal purpose of God (Eph. 
3:10). Hence the church was not established in the 
days of Abraham, or of Moses, or of John the 
baptist, or during the personal minist ry of Chr ist 
simply because the foundation could not be laid 
before the accomplishing of the death, bur ial and 
resur rection of Chr ist; and it was not laid until these 
things were accomplished and preached. Conclusion: 
the church of the Lord was first established on the 
f ir st Pentecost after the resurrection of Chr ist when 
the foundation was first laid as recorded in Acts 2. 
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