
 

 

THE  SOCIAL GOSPEL 

Harris J. Dark 

(This sermon was recently delivered by brother 
Dark at the Perry Heights church at Donel-
son, Tenn.— Editor.) 
You've pr obably hear d much talk of the social 

gospel. What is it? I s it another  gospel in the light 
of Galatians 1:8-9? I f  so, we know what the Holy 
Spi r i t  says about it or those who pr each it:  

"But though we, or  an angel f rom heaven, 
pr each any other gospel unto you than that 
which we have preached unto you, let him be 
accursed. As we said befor e, so say I now again. 
I f  any man pr each any other gospel unto you 
than that ye have r eceived, let him be 
accursed." 
What gospel did Paul pr each? He tells us in First 

Corinthians 15:1-5. He who pr eaches a gospel other  
than this is accur sed. 

"Mor eover ,  b rethr en, I  declar e unto you the 
gospel which I  p reached unto you, which also 
ye have r eceived and wher ein ye stand; By 
which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memor y 
what I  preached unto you, unless ye have 
believed in vain. For  I  deliver ed unto you fir st 
of  all that which I  also r eceived, how that 
Chr ist died f or  our  sins accor ding to the 
scriptures; And that he was bur ied, and that he 
r ose again the thir d day accor ding to the 
scriptures: And that he was seen of Cephas, then 
of the twelve." (F i rst Corinthians  15:1-5.)  
T his is the gospel to which Paul r ef er r ed in 

Romans 1:16, when he said: 
"For  I  am not ashamed of the gospel of Chr ist: 
fo r  i t  is the power  of God unto salvation to 
ever y one that believeth; to the Jew f i rst, and 
also to the Gr eek." 
He made r ef er ence to the same thing when he 

said to the Cor inthians:  
"For I  determined not to know anything among 
you, save Jesus Chr ist, and him crucif i ed." 
(F i rst Corinthians 2:2.)  

T his is the gospel of the gr eat commission, 
concer ning which Jesus said to the apostles: 

"Go ye into all the wor ld, and pr each the gospel 
to ever y cr eatur e. He that believeth and is 
baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth 
not shall be damned."  (Mark 16:15 -16.)  

T his is the gospel upon which eter nal life 
depends, the acceptance, obeying, and following of 
which will determine whether  we spend eter nity in 
tor m ent or  in  the glor i es of  heaven.  

MEANING OF THE SOCIAL GOSPEL 

What is the social gospel that we hear  about? 
Instead of giving you a f ormal definition, I shall 
attempt to pr esent the matter by a series of 
cont rasts, contrasting the social gospel with that 
which has just been mentioned in the quotations or  
r eadings given.  

T he two ar e dif f er ent in purpose. T he purpose of  
the social gospel is social impr ovement—
impr ovement of social conditions upon this earth; 
wher eas the purpose of  the gospel of Chr ist is the 
salvation of the souls of men. T her efore, the social 
gospel concer ns itself with disease, with pover ty, 
with delinquency, with gover nment, with 
inter national af fair s, with r ace r elations, economics, 
politics, and secular  education. T he gospel of  Jesus 
Chr ist concer ns itself primarily with those things 
concer ning the souls of men— their  spir itual welfar e 
and their  eter nal salvation. 

T he two ar e also dif f er ent in the methods which 
they employ. T he social gospel tr eats the symptoms, 
while the gospel of  Chr ist deals with the disease. 
T he social gospel under t akes to conver t  people to 
a better  way of  l i fe; the gospel of  Chr ist conver ts 
people unto Jesus Chr ist. T he social gospel 
undertakes to make Chr istians by social 
r ef orms— to make Chr istians by impr oving the 
conditions of  society upon this earth. T he gospel of  
Jesus Chr ist makes society bet ter by producing 
Chr istians. 

T he truth about the matter  is that the gospel of  
Jesus Chr ist does have an ef f ect upon such 
conditions as pover ty, crime, and disease. But these 
conditions ar e impr oved by converting people to 
Jesus Christ— getting them to follow his way of l i fe. 
Impr ovement in social conditions follows as a 
natural and pr omised consequence of  seeking f i rst 
the kingdom of God and his r ighteousness.  

T o give you a specific example which I hope will 
make this point ver y vivid— ther e was much talk, 
especially just a few year s ago, about the social evil 
of vener eal disease. Much instruction was advocated 
along that line. Public school teacher s wer e ur ged 
to teach thei r  students how to avoid vener eal 
disease. Wher eas the Bible, the gospel of  Jesus 
Chr ist, solves the whole problem in just two wor ds 
when it says, "Flee f or nication." S o you see the 
di f fer ence in the appr oach or  method of dealing 
with an evil li ke that fr om the standpoint of the 
social gospel and f rom the standpoint of the 
gospel of  Jesus Chr ist. 
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Furthermore, the two are different in their 
motivation. The social gospel is motivated by the 
desire for a better life on this earth. T he motivation 
in the gospel of Chr ist is the desire for an eternal 
home with God in heaven, a desire to avoid the 
horrors of hell, and our love and gratitude to God 
for what he did in order that we might have eternal 
happiness. "We love him because he first loved 
us," and gave his only begotten Son to die that we 
might be saved. 

These two gospels are also different in the 
standard of author ity which they acknowledge. For 
the social gospeler, the standard of authority is 
human wisdom; but for  the proclaimer of the 
gospel of Jesus Chr ist, the standard of author ity is 
the wisdom of Almighty God revealed in the Bible. In 
this connection, let me read some statements in the 
Bible. 

"Who is a wise man and endued with 
knowledge among you? Let him show out of a 
good conversation his works with meekness of 
wisdom. But if ye have bitter  envying and 
strife in your  hearts, glor y not, and lie not 
against the truth. T his wisdom descendeth not 
from above, but is earthly, sensual, devilish. 
For where envying and strife is, there is 
confusion and ever y evil work. But the 
wisdom that is from above is first pure, then 
peaceable, gentle, and easy to be intr eated, 
full of mer cy and good fruits, without 
partiality, and without hypocrisy." (James 3:13-
17.)  "Where is the wise ? where is the scr ibe ? 
where is the disputer of this wor ld? hath not 
God made foolish the wisdom of this wor ld? 
For after that in the wisdom of God the world 
by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the 
foolishness of preaching to save them that 
believe. . . . Because the foolishness of God is 
wiser than men; and the weakness of God is 
stronger than men." (Fi rst Corinthians 1:20-
21, 25.) 
T here is a vivid contrast between that wisdom 

from above and that wisdom which is of the earth. 
Proclaimers of the social gospel undertake to solve 
their  problems on the basis of human wisdom. With 
those who follow the gospel of Jesus Chr ist, there 
is always an appeal unto the word of God as our  
source of information concerning what is r ight and 
what is good. 

These two gospels are also contrasted in where 
they put the emphasis. It's not always a matter of 
choosing one to the exclusion of the other, but 
sometimes it becomes a matter of emphasis— a 
choice of putting the emphasis upon our welfare in 
this world and the emphasis upon our eternal 
welfare. 

The social gospel is a so-called gospel which looks 
to this wor ld for its benefits, for its motivation, for 
its standards, and its wisdom. 

T herefore, it is restricted to this world for its 
reward. Remember  Jesus said that when you give 
your alms to be seen of men, you have your reward 
when you are seen of men. When you pray to be 
heard of men, and are heard of men, no other reward 
need be expected. When one's life is conducted with 
worldly benefits in view, no eternal reward need be 
anticipated. (Matthew 6:1-18.)  

Continued Next Issue  

 

TRUTH  MAGAZINE 

Our apologies to TRUTH MAGAZINE and its new 
editor  brother Cecil Willis for being so late in 
noticing publicly the change in the management of 
the paper. For six year s the publication was in 
the hands of Bryan Vinson who did a creditable job 
as its editor. A paper such as T ruth Magazine is 
worthy of the support of all of the sound brethren in 
the brotherhood. It is gathered and produced at 
great cost to the dedicated people who publish it 
and far too many times lacks the few hundred 
subscr ibers that it needs to make it self supporting. 
How well both brother  Phillips and I know how 
hard it is to dig down on a pr eacher 's salar y and 
make up a deficit so the pr inter  can be paid on time. 
I know nothing of the financial st rength of the 
magazine but I  do know the men who wr ite for it 
and its contents. I also know brother Willis and the 
men on the staff of the paper. They are worthy of our 
confidence. The subscription pr ice is $2.50 in this 
country, $2.75 in Canada and $3.00 overseas. Do you 
and your  family a favor  and send your  
subscr iption today. Send it to TRUTH MAGAZINE, 
Box 7245, Akron,  Ohio. 

*     *     *     * 
WELCOME  NEW READERS 

We welcome hundreds of new readers with this 
issue. Many of you are receiving this publication 
for the first time because some fr iend subscr ibed for 
you for the coming year. We hope you will "search 
the Scr iptures" with us and grow in the grace and 
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Of 
course, if you refuse to read and study these articles 
from God's word in the light of His eternal truth, 
so far  as you are concer ned, no good results will 



Page 3 

occur. We believe you will find many things of 
interest in each issue and we hope you will compare 
all that is taught with the Holy Book of God. It is 
the only divine author ity in obeying the truth to 
the saving of your  souls. Read each issue and pass 
it along to another, or better  still, send in a 
subscr iption for a few of your friends. You can 
subscribe for  three friends for the low amount of 
$7.50 and receive a year 's subscr iption FREE  f or 
yourself. I f  you are now paid a year  ahead, your  
subscr iption will be forwarded one year from the 
expiration date. I n this way you can help us teach 
God's truth to  
hundreds who need to know it. *    *    *     * 

PHILLIPS PUBLICATIONS 

We can supply all books, commentar ies, Bibles, 
concordances, reference books, worship supplies, and 
tracts. We will be happy to supply any or  all your 
needs in this field. We have some publications of our 
own available, and plan to publish more tracts and 
books. Let us know of your needs and give us the 
opportunity to assist you in that matter. From time 
to time lists of books available will appear  
somewhere in this publication. Order from 
PHILLIPS PUBLICATIONS, P.O. Box 17244, 
Tampa 12, Fla. 

THE APOSTLES  BEGIN  THEIR WORK  

D. W. H. Shelton, Tampa, Florida 

T her e are five fundamental facts taught in the 
book of Acts which we should know in order to 
understand the work of the Apostles in the early 
church. 

1— T hat Jesus of Nazar eth is the Messiah of 
whom the prophets had spoken and for whom the 
Jews had been looking for  several generations. 

2— The coming of the Holy Spir it on Pentecost to 
guide the Apostles into all truth, and br ing to their  
remembrance all things that Jesus had spoken while 
he was with them on the earth. (John 14:26.) 

3— That the whole Jewish economy had been 
fulfilled and was superseded by the law of the Spir it 
on Pentecost. (Acts 2.)  

4— T hat one comes into the family of God, is 
made a member of the church, a soldier in God's 
army, through a process known as conversion, in 
which the heart, life, and state are changed. One is 
born again, born of the water  and the Spir it, born 
anew, born from above. (Jno. 3:3-5; Acts 2:36-41; 
8:36-39; Rom. 6:3-9; Gal. 3:26, 27.)  

5— That there are no social distinctions in Chr ist, 
but that all of the promises and blessings of Christ 
and the gospel are for all people, regardless of race, 
creed, color, or social standing; and that the blood 
of Jesus made possible the salvation of every one 
who would meet its conditions. (Acts 10:34, 35; 
11:18; Gal. 3:26-29; I  Jno. 1:5-9; and I I  Jno. 1-6.)  

Jesus had told his disciples that this work was to 
have its beginning in Jerusalem. (Luke 24:47 and 
Acts 1:8.) There were three purposes for that: 1—  
Jerusalem was the place where the prophets had 
said he would set up his kingdom the church; 2—  
Jerusalem was the place where Jesus had been 
condemned; 3— Naturally Jerusalem was the place 
for him to first be vindicated. 

Jerusalem was at that  t ime the best prepar ed 
place on earth for the church of Chr ist to do its 
first work; more preparation had been made there 
for a religious background than any where else. 

Jerusalem was then, and had been for centur ies, 
the center of religious activities and the most pious 
people to be found on earth met there to worship 
God. T he eunuch baptized by Philip (Acts 8:38), 
had driven a thousand miles in a char iot in order  
to get to Jerusalem to worship God. Then, too, 
Jerusalem was the Jewish headquarters, and since 
they had seen more of Jesus than any one else, 
possibly the Samar itans were the next best 
acquainted with him, but the Gentiles knew the 
least about him of all people. 

Therefore, it was the part of Divine wisdom to 
begin with the Jews in Jerusalem and Judea, thence 
to the Samar itans, and finally to the "uttermost 
parts of the earth" with the message of Jesus 
offer ing salvation to all who would come to the 
terms he saw best to give. 

So we have the or iginal eleven apostles with their  
newly selected brother, Matthias, who was divinely 
selected to take the place of Judas who had gone to 
his own place as a result of having betrayed Jesus. 

T hey wer e tar r ying as Jesus had commanded 
and where he had commanded (Acts 2:1-13). Here 
we have the beginning of the greatest, the 
grandest, the most important work that the wor ld 
has ever known; the most surprising, the most 
amazing, the most myster ious of anything humanity 
had ever exper ienced; brought some of the most 
surprising comments and explanations imaginable, 
gave the best opportunity (when the clouds were 
cleared away), for pure Gospel pr eaching that 
has ever  been, and brought about the greatest 
immediate results of which man has a record. 
T hree thousand souls were baptized and added to 
the church in one day, under the preaching of one 
recorded sermon. 

T his record has never  been equalled, although 
those same preachers held many other meetings, and 
many good men have held many meetings under  
almost every condition possible to suppose. Here 
God's ar rangements and plans were being car r ied 
out per fectly, and when that is done it always 
turns, out better than anything else can regardless 
of who does it and how, why, when or where. 

We may think something that we have thought 
out is the best way to do a certain work we wish 
to do, a work that God wants done but has given 
specific plans for doing. But happy will be the hour 
in any man's life when he comes to the safe, sane 
conclusion that any and ever y man's plan is 
unworthy of being tr ied ( even as an experiment), 
if it conflicts with the Lord's plan; and that no 
man, it matter s not how wise he may be, will 
ever be able to make the least possible improvement 
upon anything that Jehovah has done. 

The best way to realize that the Lord's plans will 
work is to just work them as commanded, if we do 
not get the results we expect and think should come, 
just remember that defeat, disappointment, and even 
failure (as we term it) may be the very thing God 
knows we need above all our  needs. Many times we 
can look over our past lives and see that the 
defeating of our plans was necessary for the success 
and saving of our  souls. 
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Our plans may be more convenient and easier  
carr ied out than ar e the Lord's plans, but it is not 
(should not be at least)  a matter  that is easier or 
most convenient to me, but what is best for me here 
and hereafter. And if one will allow this to have 
fair  consideration, he will discard human thought, 
reasons and desires, and accept Divine advice, 
regardless of how he feels, what the people say, or  
what the wor ld does. ( I  believe part of the 
statements above are by H. Leo Boles in G.A.)  

However  I  have given the above in order to say 
this—  

Many people believe that the apostles began their  
work under the Great Commission on the day of 
Pentecost. In Matt. 19:28, Jesus said to his apostles 
— "Ye who have followed me, in the regeneration 
when the Son of man shall sit on the throne of his 
glory, ye also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging 
the twelve tribes of Israel." 

The regeneration began on Pentecost, Jesus was 
then sitting on the throne of his glor y. Notice—  
Judas was dead; there were twelve thrones and only 
eleven apostles;; there had to be another apostle 
selected before Pentecost to take the place of Judas 
and to fill that vacant throne. 

Matthew records the great commission thus—  
(Matt. 28:18-20.) Jesus came and said unto them—  
"All author ity hath been given unto me in heaven 
and on earth. Go ye therefore, and make disciples 
of all nations, baptizing them into the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spir it: 
teaching them to observe all things whatsoever  I  
have commanded you: and lo, I am with you always, 
even unto the end of the wor ld." 

'In Mark 16:15, 16 Jesus said— "Go ye into all the 
world, and preach the gospel to the whole creation. 
He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; 
but he that disbelieveth shall be condemned." 

In Luke 24:46-48 Jesus said— "Thus it is wr itten, 
that the Chr ist should suffer, and r ise again from 
the dead the third day;; and that repentance and 
remission of sins should be preached in his name 
unto all the nations, beginning from Jerusalem. Ye 
are witnesses of these things." 

The limited commission was to the Jews only, but 
when Jesus gave the gr eat commission it 
superseded the limited commission, therefore, 
although the apostles were still under the Law of 
Moses, they were also under the great commission. 

In Acts 1:15-26 we learn that there were about 
an hundred and twenty, including the eleven 
apostles, who were obedient under the baptism of 
John or Chr ist, they were set in the church and were 
the charter members of the church, they did not need 
to be baptized on Pentecost. All that came in 
from then on had to be baptized in the name of 
Chr ist, and were added to the church by the Lord.  

Peter stood up and said "Men and brethren, this 
scripture must needs have been fulfilled, which the 
Holy Ghost by the mouth of David spake before 
concer ning Judas, which was guide to them that 
took Jesus. For he was numbered with us, and had 
obtained part of this ministry." (vs. 16, 17-KJV). In 
vs. 20 Peter quotes (Ps. 69:25 & 109:8) which were 
fulfilled that day. (Vs. 21, 22)  Peter  said 
"wherefore of these men which have companied 
with us all the time that the Lord Jesus went in 
and out among us, beginning from the baptism of 
John, unto 

that same day that he was taken up from us, must 
one be ordained to be a witness with us of his 
resurrection." This had to be done before Pentecost, 
for Jesus had said there would be twelve apostles on 
Pentecost. (Matt. 19:28.) 

They selected two men, Joseph and Matthias, and 
they prayed, and said, "Thou, Lord, which knowest 
the hearts of all men, show whether of these two 
thou hast chosen." "And they gave forth their  lots; 
and the lot fell upon Matthias; and he was 
numbered with the eleven apostles." 

So the first work of the apostles under the great 
commission was the selecting of Matthias to take the 
place of Judas. To my mind this was the last and 
closing act of the Law of Moses for the next day. 
Well the very next verse in the Bible is the 
beginning of the new law or covenant, the Law of 
Christ, here the gospel was first preached in its 
completeness. 

 

In a recent issue of the "old reliable", we have 
called to our  attention a little editor ial designed 
to destroy Flor ida Chr istian College. In it the editor  
suggests that the name of the school should be 
Ichabod, the name given by Phinehas to her  
child when she lear ned of the victor y of the 
Philistines over  Israel. T he Ark of God has been 
taken into a strange land and was among a pagan 
people and the glor y had depar ted f rom Isr ael. 
Such wr iting disr egards the former high 
standard of the paper, the law of love, the 
intelligence of the r eader s and the setting of the 
scr iptur es. A study of 1 Samuel chapter s four 
through six will demonst rate this in a few 
moments.  Isr ael was saying exactly what the 
liber al brethren today ar e saying: I t  is not 
necessar y to be guided too closely by the word 
of God. T hey took the Ark, for example, and 
car r ied it before them into battle without God's 
permission. For the glory to r etur n, the nation 
had to return to God and to his word. I t  seems 
that our  fellow editor  could see that the glor y 
depar ted when they left di vine author ity and 
became a law unto themselves. T he glor y 
depar ted from the digr essives when they star ted 
the missionar y society and introduced the organ. 
The glory departed from our premillennial br ethren 
when they began to teach the earthly reign of 
Chr ist, and in the same way the glor y depar ted 
from our liber al br ethren when they bound the 
support of human institutions to the treasur y  of 
the Lord's church. 

I t  is easy to see that it does not take the name 
of Chr ist to give a school glory; if it does some 
among us have never possessed such glor y. I n 
the same way it does not take the name of Christ 
to give a paper glory; if it does the editor  had 
better change the name. T here are thousands of 
brethren   who   sincerely   believe   that   to   use   the 
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name of  ou r  Lo rd  wi thout  h is per m i ssion and 
attach it to schools and paper s of human or ig in  
is to then and ther e f or f ei t  the glor y. At any 
vent u r e i t  is appar ent that some br eth r en have 
no mor e r egar d f or  t h e L or d's name than they 
do f or  t h e L or d's money. T hey ar e will ing to 
use ei ther  without a passage of  scr iptur e to 
just i fy  their  cause. 

NEW NAME  FOR  THE   SCHOOL 

I am su r e that an of f i cial announcement will 
be in all of the publications soon car r ying the new 
name of the college. I t  was announced at the 
closing session of the 1963 lectur es. James R. Cope 
announced that the new name will be FLORIDA 
COL L E GE .  T h i s is a happy solution to the 
enti r e pr oblem. Of  all of  the names on earth that 
should be used only as the scr i p t u r es use them 
it  is the name of our Lord. Even the casual 
student of the Bible is well awar e that the name 
Chr i stian was never  g iven to anything or  
anybody but an individual child of God. ( Acts 
11:26. Acts 26:28 and 1 P eter 4:16). We have 
opposed the name Chr istian Chur ch, and r ight ly 
so, f or  almost a centur y .  I f  the name Christian 
can not be attached to the chur ch, which is 
divine, how could it be attached to anything that is 
not divine ? It is inter esting to note that this name 
for the school, FLORIDA COLLEGE, was among 
the f i rst names suggested almost twenty year s ago. 
T her e wer e then many br ethr en who favor ed a saf e 
and scr iptural  cour se in al l  matter s.  T he change 
in the name will not mean any change in the 
principles and pr actices of  the school. I t  will 
simply mean that all connected with the college 
r ecognize its human origin and  its separ ation 
f rom the chur ch 
br ought by the blood of  Chr ist.  

* *         * 
THE   RECENT   LECTURESHIP 

T he annual lectur eship of the school closed 
F ebruar y 21 with one of  the largest audiences in 
the histor y of  t h e inst i tu t ion .  Br eth r en came 
f rom al l  over  the nation and fr om lands beyond. 
A f ine spir i t  o f  f ellowship pr evailed and  
conf idence in the f u t u re of  t he school was 
expr essed by hundr eds. Br other  C. Ed Owings 
was given a plaque f or  h is many year s of  ser vice 
to the col lege. Br other Owings was on the original 
boar d and had served f or many year s either  as 
chairman or vice chair man. Sever al of  t he 
original member s of  the boar d st i l l  ser ve.  

* *         * 
ALUMNI   ASSOCIATION 

Florida (Chr istian) College now has a strong 
Alumni Association which is a gr eat blessing to 
the school. On the last night of the lectures they 
pr esent ed two scholar ships in  the amount of  
$200.00 each. T hey gave each member  of  t he 
faculty a pr esent and pr esented the school with a 
opaque over head pro jector .  T he of f i cer s f or  t he 
last two year s, Colin Williamson, Har old Dowdy 
and Bob Bennett will be long r emember ed by the 
school. 

NEW  CONGREGATIONS 

I  can not help but marvel at the r apid r ate in 
which new congr egations of the L or d's people ar e 
being established. Almost ever y day notice is sent  
of  another  beginning. All of this shows that the 
r oots of  scriptural teaching wer e deeper than first 
believed. As time pr ogr esses mor e and mor e 
br ethr en ar e beginning to see the disastr ous 
cour se which too many congr egations ar e taking. 
I  doubt i f  ther e is a congr egation of  any size in 
the land that does not have a number  o f  br ethr en 
who ar e either  alarmed or becoming alarmed over  
pr esent depar t u res f rom the wor d of God. T h e 
f i r st wave of  p ressur e politics is now over  and 
br ethr en ar e r ealizing that the truth in regard to 
institutional ism and all other matter s can be 
pointed ou t, and that ef f ectively. No man on ear th 
that loves the chur ch wants to see it divide, but 
at  the same t ime no true child of God wants to 
see it car r i ed into another  moder n denomination. 
E ver y wher e in ci t ies of  any size ther e is a 
congr egation of  God's people committed to the 
old paths or  ther e will be in the near future. Good 
men overseas are standing  f or  t he truth, and will  
stand. I Marvel.  

A REPLY TO "DISTINCTION WITHOUT 
DIFFERENCE" 

Thomas G. Butler, Lakeland, Fla. 
In an ar t icle wri t ten by br other  Char les Houser  

which appear ed in the Gospel Advocate of  Januar y 
17, 1963, the wr i t er  took the position that ther e 
is no dif f er ence in the act of an individual member  
of the chur ch and the chur ch itself. His position is 
that when an individual member  engages in the 
wor k of  benevolence, bear s good fruit, gives God 
glor y, pr eaches the gospel or moves a litt le f inger  
the chur ch is acting. It is most difficult for me to 
think Char les Houser  has come thus far  f r om the 
truth, but he has so expr essed himsel f .  Let us see 
some consequences of his position. 

I f  ever y good thing the individual member is 
doing, the chur ch is doing, then ever y evil thing the 
individual is doing the chur ch is doing. Some time 
ago ther e appear ed in a T ampa paper  a notice of  
a civil suit against a member  of the Manhattan 
congr egation. Accor ding to br other Houser 's 
r easoning this was also a suit against the chur ch 
and the church could pay the damages assessed by 
the court. It would be also true that whatever  cr ime 
committed by a member  the chur ch would be 
committing it. And if the member  should be 
impr isoned the chur ch would be in jail.  

I f  the chur ch can do what the individual can do, 
the chur ch can operate businesses, engage in 
political activities, contribute to private enter pr ises, 
pr omote r ecr eational pr ogr ams, give financial 
suppor t  to colleges, etc. Just suppose five members 
would contribute to Fr eed-Hardeman College. 
Would this be the chur ch contributing? Br other  
Houser  stated to me on Januar y 22 that he did not 
believe the chur ch could contribute to colleges. 
Now he must admit that an individual can act 
independently of  
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the chur ch or  the chur ch of which he is a member  
can contribute to a college. He will have to choose 
one of these positions. 

Br other Houser uses John 15:1- 5 in an attempt 
to pr ove this point, "No, and neither  can a member  
of the church do no good work in the area of  
benevolence and/or  evangelism without its being 
t rue that the chur ch did that good wor k thr ough its 
member." According to this conclusion when a 
member  contributes to the Red Cross, the Cancer  
Society, the orphanage home, a charity hospital, a 
r eligious paper, a college or  any charitable 
or ganization the" chur ch is contributing. If this 
r easoning is t rue then the chur ch can send dir ectly 
and the only prohibition against the chur ch 
contributing to anything would be only the 
prohibition against the individual. John 15.1-5 is 
misapplied in this art icle. Chr ist, not the chur ch, is 
the vine.  

Br other Houser 's conclusion on Ephesians 3:21 is 
this, "T her ef or e, whatsoever we do to the glory of 
God as members of the chur ch, we do it thr ough the 
chur ch." T he passage r eads, "Unto him be glor y in 
the chur ch by Chr i st  Jesus thr oughout all ages 
wor ld without end." Notice the pr eposition is in not 
thr ough. As member s each is char ged to take car e 
of  his own widows f or  so I  Timothy 5:16 states, 
"I f  any man or woman that believeth have widows 
let him r elieve them and let not the chur ch be 
char ged; that it may r elieve them that ar e widows 
indeed." Here is a work commanded for  an individual 
member to do that the chur ch is not to do.  

T hese passages, Acts 8:3 and Galatians 1:13, 
wer e used to show or  t r y to show ther e is a 
distinction but no diff er ence between the act of  an 
individual and the act of the chur ch. We must 
r ecognize the vast differ ence in ar r esting a man as a 
r epr esentative of  a body of people and ar r esting 
the same man f or  another  cause. If  this wer e not 
t rue, any member  ar r ested f or  speeding would be a 
per secution against the chur ch.  

On br other Houser 's conclusions instrumental 
music, the support  of  colleges, r ecr eational 
activities, contributions to charitable or ganizations, 
pr ivate r eligious paper s and the oper ation of 
business ar e justif ied by those who have depar ted 
from the f aith. But the pr emises in the ar t icle by 
br other  Houser  ar e not true, his logic is faulty and 
his conclusions ar e in er r or . 

 

THE BOOK OF JOB  

T he Book of  Job furnishes a good definition of 
patience. I t  is ver y clear to the r eader that patience 
simply is steadfastness. Paul admonishes the 
Cor inthians to "be ye steadfast, unmoveable, always 
a-bounding in the wor k of the L or d, f orasmuch as ye 
know that your  labour  is not in vain in the L or d." 

Her e is a pr ofound example of  an Old T estament 
char acter in patience.  

As the Devil appears in the congr egation of the 
righteous, the L or d r eminds him that Job is a 
righteous and upright man and none like him in the 
ear th. T he Devil gives as an excuse f or  Job's 
righteous life namely, God has blessed him with 
gr eat wealth. T he L or d allows the Devil to take 
away the wealth of  Job even to the seven sons and 
thr ee daughter s. At this point Job falls bef or e the 
L or d and says, "Naked came I into the wor ld and 
naked go I away, the L or d giveth and the L ord 
taketh away, blessed be the name of the L or d." In 
all this Job sinned not nor  charged God foolishly.As 
the Devil makes his pr esence in the congr egation of  
the righteous, again he is again r eminded of  the 
r ighteous Job. However ,  at this point, the Devil 
states that Job is only faithful because of the good 
health he enjoys. God permit ted the Devil to af f l ict 
Job with sor es, boils and blaines. In his ( Job's)  
dist ress his thr ee f r iends pay him a visit .  T hey ar e 
so astonished that they sit ther e f or  seven days 
without speaking— Note, ther e wer e no women in 
that cr owd. Af ter the seven days of  silence E liphaz, 
Bidlad and Z opher, the thr ee f r iends, all accuse of  
Job as r eceiving the just  r ewar d of  his actions. He 
withstands al l  of  their  char ges of  misconduct and 
patiently states he has not so sinned. At this point 
a young know- it - all comes on the scene and r epeats 
about what the thr ee f r iends have char ged Job with 
doing. Job lets the young man, E lihu, know, (in 
E lihu's mind) that i f  he should die all knowledge 
would per ish f rom off  the ear th. T he climax to the 
despair to which one may be driven is seen when 
Job's wif e appears and says, "why don't you just cur se 
God and die?" When one's wif e gives up and no 
longer  can be r egar ded as a sour ce of  help, men 
often lose steadfastness. But not Job. He says, 
"You talk like the foolish women; though he slay 
me yet will I trust Him." What patience— L et God 
do what he will, still I will hold to Him. Oh, how 
much patience husbands need to show to the wives 
of today and how much patience we need in the 
lives of the wives to the husbands. How much 
patience is needed fo r  par ents with childr en and 
with the childr en to the par ents. T he devils in hell 
and demons on earth cannot br eak a mar r iage wher e 
the patience of  Job is a r eality. But in all of the 
book of  Job, so r i ch in this vir tue of patience, is not 
f ound patience in per f ection. We must go to the l i fe 
of  Chr ist  for  per f ection in this principle of  
righteousness as well as other s.  See Chr ist as he is 
insulted, r ejected, condemned injust- ly, died in our 
place, alienated from his Father  and dies like the 
sinner  ( without and away from God) that you and I  
may not have to die that way. Yet, in all this he 
keeps per fectly the will of the Father, became a 
complete sacrif ice for us, a mediator ,  redeemer,  
saviour, intercessor  and the spher e of all our hope. I n 
the l i fe of  Job we see patience to a gr eat degr ee, but 
in the lif e of  Chr ist we see per f ection of patience 
and steadfastness. How do you measur e up br other , 
sister ? 

DID YOU FORGET TO RETURN YOUR 
ENVELOPE WITH YOUR SUBSCRIPTION? DO IT 
NOW! 
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QUE S T I ON: I s i t  a sin  fo r  us to eat  blood 

sausage? (Acts 15:20)— C.M.D. 
ANSWER: The eating of blood is uniformly 

forbidden thr oughout the Scr ip tures. In no age of  
the world has God permit ted it. E arly in the book 
of Genesis we r ead: "E ver y moving thing that liveth 
shall be meat f or  you; even as the gr een her b have 
I given you all things. But the f lesh with the lif e 
ther eof, shall ye not eat" (Gen. 9:3, 4). T he phrase 
"f lesh with the l i fe ther eof " identif ies any animal 
that was killed without shedding its blood. T his 
same pr ohibition was made in the law of Moses 
together  with details as to why: "And whatsoever  
man ther e be of the house of  Israel, or of the 
stranger s that sojour n among you, that eateth any 
manner  of blood; I  will  even set my face against  
that soul that eateth blood, and will cut him off  
f rom among his people. For the life of the f lesh is in 
the blood: and I have given it to you upon the altar  
to make an atonement f or  your  souls: f or  i t  is the 
blood that maketh an atonement f or the soul. 
T her ef or e I  said unto the childr en of  I sr ael, No 
soul of  you shall eat blood, neither  shall any 
stranger that sojour neth among you eat blood. And 
whatsoever  man ther e be of the childr en of  I sr ael, 
or  of  the st r anger s that sojour n among you, which 
hunteth and catcheth any beast or  f owl that may be 
eaten; he shall even pour  out the blood ther eof, and 
cover it with dust. For it is the l i fe of  all flesh; the 
blood of it is f or the life ther eof: ther efor e I  said 
unto the childr en of  Israel, Ye shall eat the blood of  
no manner  o f  f lesh: f or  the l i fe of all  f lesh is the 
blood ther eof: whosoever  eatheth it shall be cut off ." 
( Lev. 17-10-14). Concer ning the Gospel 
dispensation we r ead the decision of the Jer usalem 
confer ence (an inspired decision) : "For it seemed 
good to the Holy Ghost, and to us, to lay upon you no 
gr eater burden than these necessar y things;  That ye 
abstain f rom meats o f fer ed to idols, and f rom 
blood, and from things st rangled, and f rom 
fornication: from which if ye keep yourselves, ye 
shall do well. Fare ye well." (Acts 15:28, 29 Cf. vs. 
19-21)  

Some have thought that the decision in the 
Jerusalem conf er ence on this matter  was made on 
the basis of  expediency since it was dir ected 
primarily to Gentiles; that a failur e of the Gentiles to 
keep it would antagonize the Jews who had long since 
kept it because of  their knowledge of and r elation 
to the law, and that this is the signif icance of  ver se 
twenty one: "For Moses of old time hath in ever y city 
them that pr each him, being r ead in the synagogues 
ever y sabbath day." However, this position assumes 
the point to be pr oved. T he prohibition is no wher e 
identif ied as an expediency, though the pollutions of  
idols or  meats of f er ed to idols has. ( I  Cor. 8) I t  is a 
f act that the eating of blood was forbidden in former  

ages. It was also forbidden in this age. (Acts 15:20) 
T he decision was dir ected primarily to the Gentile 
conver ts because, as the context shows, they wer e 
the ones pr imarily under  consider ation. 
Further mor e, ver se twenty one shows that both Jews 
and pr oselytes wer e alr eady well acquainted with 
the pr ohibition since they wer e hearing the law of  
Moses r ead ever y Sabbath in the synagogues. In 
the absence of any evidence identifying it as a 
matter of expediency, it must stand as r evealed— an 
inspir ed decision for  this age. 

When all this is consider ed together  with the fact 
that the same reason f or giving the pr ohibition in 
the beginning, and which pr evailed under the law, 
still exist as much as ever, we ar e forced to the 
conclusion that the pr ohibition itself is binding now 
as much as ever — and f or  the same reason. T hat 
r eason is "the lif e of the flesh is in the blood." (L ev. 
17:11) While for years this was unknown and 
unaccepted by those in the realm of  science, now the 
exper ience, obser vations, and conclusions of  the 
most accur ate anatomists confirm it.  

Furthermore, blood has always occupied a 
prominent place in the economy of God. It was 
given to make "an atonement fo r  the soul" under  
the law. ( Lev. 17:11) It is the blood of  Chr ist— His 
ver y life — that atones f or  the sins of the world. 
(Rom. 5:8-11) T he death penalty itself was 
or dained of God f or him that "sheddeth man's 
blood." (Gen. 9:6) I t  is no wonder  that God has 
forbidden the eating of it throughout all ages. 

FROM  REVEREND TO MISTER  

Connie W. Adams, Orlando, Florida 
I t  is seldom that we r ead anything in a Baptist  

paper  which we think worthy of commendation. 
However, in the December 6, 1962 issue of the 
Florida Baptist Witness an editor ial appear ed under  
the heading "We Salute T his P resbytery". Her e is 
the ar t icle in full.  

'T would have been a delight to see a group of 
Baptists do it, but this time the P r esbyter ians 
set the good example. A Religious News 
Ser vice r elease out of New Mexico r epor ts that 
the United Pr esbyter ian Church's Rio Grande 
P resbyter y adopted a r esolution at its meeting 
in Ghost Ranch asserting that the title 
"Rever end" should be r eser ved only f or God 
and not used by minister s. 
According to the r esolution, pr esbytery 
minister s in the future should be addr essed 
as "Mr.," instead of  "the Rev.," and r ef er r ed 
to as "teaching elder ," a Scottish custom.  
Our  hats ar e off to the member s of this 
pr esbyter y for the position they have taken, 
and we could wish that their  convictions about  
discar ding the use of  "Rever end" as a title f or  
minister s would spr ead to all other  f r ee chur ch 
gr oups. T her e is cer tainly nothing scriptural 
about its use by ministers, and when we calmly 
consider the origin of the practice in 
sur r oundings which purposed to elevate the 
"cler gy" above the laity, we should see how its 
implica-  
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tions are against the "pr iesthood of all 
believers" which evangelical Christians know is 
scriptural and is so vital to the r ichest 
Chr istian fellowship and the most fruitful 
Chr istian witness. 
A good case can be made for calling a minister  
of the Gospel "E lder" or "Bishop" or "Pastor" 
or  "Preacher" or "Brother" or  "Doctor" (if he 
actually has the degree) or just plain "Mister", 
but little or no case at all for the use of 
"Reverend" as a proper title. Without really 
stopping to think the matter t hrough, we 
have allowed the practice of one more of Rome's 
arrogancies to be generally used among us, and 
with unrealized implications whose tendencies 
are to weaken rather than strengthen our  
distinctive New Testament witness. 
We are glad to see at least some of the 

Presbyter ians and some of the Baptist recognize a 
t ruth that gospel preachers have been teaching for 
many year s, and which was f i rst  taught by Jesus 
when he forbad the use of flatter ing titles for men 
in Matthew 23. For  years sectar ians have hooted 
at what we have said about their  elevated titles. 

We do not endorse everything said in the editor ial. 
There is the typical denominational jargon scattered 
throughout it, such as, "evangelical Chr istians" and 
"Chr istian witness". Furthermore, while they are 
seeking to abandon the misuse of titles for men, they 
need to study the way in which the New Testament 
uses the terms elder, bishop and pastor. These terms 
all apply to the same office and do not in any sense 
denote the work of an evangelist or preacher. No 
man can fill this place unless he possesses the 
qualities given in 1 T imothy 3, T itus 1 and I  Peter  
5. And what purpose is served by calling a man 
"Doctor" in religious circles unless it is to elevate 
him above others? Would this not be an 
"implication against 'the pr iesthood of all believers' 
" ? Some of our brethren have become quite handy in 
the use of "Doctor" as a title for some preachers. The 
r idiculous thing is that some of these "Doctors" 
among us received their  honorary degrees from 
schools which are not even author ized to give a four  
year degree. We agree with the Baptist editor  that 
such practices are evidence of "the arrogancies of  
Rome" which have been accepted. Brethren pray 
sometimes that preachers may "hide themselves 
behind the cross." T he Chr ist, and the gospel of 
Chr ist need to be exalted, not the men who proclaim 
them. Some preachers have been flattered and 
pampered so much that they have actually begun to 
believe some of the high sounding things being said 
about them. We would all do well to remember that 
one "who made himself of no reputation" and took 
the form of a servant, who humbled himself to wash 
his disciples' feed and said that his mission was to 
serve and not to be ser ved. L et us not forget that 
Peter  said "stand up! I myself also am a man", and 
that Paul descr ibed himself as a bond-servant of 
the Lord. 

Once, after teaching along this line, a good lady 
asked "Well, what am I to call you when I  introduce 
you to my fr iends?" We informed her that 
"preacher" would do ver y nicely and that you 
couldn't improve on just plain "Mister". She agreed 
that this would be in order  but added, "It just 
doesn't seem 

adequate". Whether we like to admit it or  not, there 
exists a "clergy- laity" distinction in the minds of 
many church members. Such a distinction could not 
have developed without a failure to teach adequately 
along these lines, and without certain abuses 
through the years, first reluctantly allowed, then 
generally accepted, and now defended in some 
quarters. How long has it been since you have heard 
a lesson condemning the use of exalting titles by 
preachers? It would be amusing to see some of the 
brethren who have been smitten with "Doctor- itis" 
attempt to teach such a lesson. T hey might even 
have to step on the toes of some of their  Masonic 
elders or deacons who answer to the title 
"Worshipful Master". Indeed, there is a need for 
more teaching on the "pr iesthood of all believers". 
We commend the Presbyter ians for coming from 
"Reverend" to "Mister", and the Baptist paper here 
in our state for using its influence to promote the 
same thing among the Baptists. 

 
Francis Bacon (1561-1626)  called upon men to 

seek knowledge by observation, experiment and 
inductive reasoning, and to free themselves from 
both Scholasticism and Aristotelean philosophy. He 
urged that the var iations in nature be studied and 
their  causes determined. Furthermore, he claimed 
that artificial selection among these var iations could 
be used to cause species to change and that 
transitional forms exist in nature. He suggested that 
examples of this were the flying fishes, intermediate 
between fishes and birds, and bats between birds and 
quadrupeds. 

Bacon proposed methods by which the nature of 
the universe could be determined, but Descartes 
(1596-1650) was the pioneer among the systemic 
philosophers who speculated on the nature of the 
system itself. He postulated that the universe could 
be explained on physical pr inciples alone. Since life 
was a part of the system, the evolution of life was 
more or  less indirectly included in his theory. 

When Leibnitz (1646-1716) set forth his doctrine 
of continuity applied to life, it was another  revival 
of the Ar istotelean chain of beings. He stated that 
his doctrine of continuity led to the idea that 
intermediate species should exist, but he shied 
away from the thought of species intermediate 
between man and the apes, saying that if they 
existed, it must be in another world. 

The most influential biologist of the eighteenth 
century was Buffon (1707-1788). Although he did 
considerable wr iting on changes and events which 
gave comfort to evolutionists, and still does, it is 
not clear that he ever developed a wholehearted 
belief in this theory. From his wr itings we see that 
he argued for  and believed in the immutability of 
species. He felt that within the species changes 
could occur but he argued against large-scale 
evolution. Today many evolutionists point with 
pr ide to 
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the wr itings of Buffon as proof of their position; 
yet the man who wrote these things believed in the 
immutability of the species which would make the 
position of the modern evolutionist an impossible 
one. 

 

Brother A. W. Dicus has recently published an 
excellent book of sermon outlines. Two or three of 
these outlines are worth the price of the whole book. 
We highly recommend this book of Sermon Outlines. 

I t  consists of three parts. Part one is a collection 
of sixty- five outlines, extensively developed, most 
f requently used by brother Discus in year s past. 
Part two consists of fifty-seven topical outlines not 
as fully developed as part one. T hese are excellent 
for short talks or less exper ienced speakers. Part 
three is a series of lessons for smaller  children. Each 
lesson consists of four questions with scripture 
reference that contain the answer to each 
question. This ser ies covers the basic information 
relative to the church and Chr istian living. 

This book is bound in beautiful cloth binding and 
is also available in paper binding. The cloth bound 
book is pr iced at $2.75 and the paper  bound book 
is $1.75. Order today from: Phillips Publications, 
P. 0. Box 17244, Tampa 12, Fla. 

 

KOINONIA, "F E L L OWSHIP," —  NO. 7  

"PARTNERSHIP   WITH   CHRIST" 
Paul speaks of the koinonia of the Son, I Cor. 1:9. 

This construction is an objective genitive that 
denotes "partnership with the Son"; that is, 
Chr istians may share with Chr ist all His spir itual 
benefits. Cf. Eph. 1:13. 

This partnership Chr istians may have with Chr ist 
is found especially through the elements of the 
Lord's Supper. Paul calls the bread of the Supper  
the "partnership" of the body of Chr ist. He calls the 
cup of the Supper the "partnership" of the blood of 
Chr ist. Perhaps most commentators view this 
partnership as "partaking of the body and blood of 
Chr ist." However, "partnership" (koinonia) is not 
really the basic idea of "partaking." I t  appears to 
the wr iter that it is more correct to look upon the 
koinonia of I  Cor. 10:16 as a "partnership" of the 
body and blood of Christ. 

But what is signified by this "partnership" of the 
body and blood? It is a partnership which is by 
means of the bread and body, which in turn signify 

the true blood and body of Chr ist; hence, it was the 
body and blood of Chr ist that made possible our 
"partnership" with Him. T he Lord's Supper is, 
therefore, metaphorically, one of the means of 
enjoying partnership with Chr ist. For this reason 
Paul speaks of the "partnership" of the bread and 
the "partnership" of the cup. 

Furthermore, Chr istians may become "partners" 
with Chr ist in sufferings, Phil. 3:10. T hat is to say, 
both Chr ist and Chr istians share joint ly suffer ing 
and persecution in further ing a common life. 

"PARTNERSHIP WITH  GOD" 

The last group of passages employing the noun 
koinonia contains those usages that denote our 
partnership with God. These usages occur in I Jno. 
1:3, 6, 7. The noun koinonia occurs twice in verse 3; 
once in verse 6, and once in verse 7. 

In what sense are we "partners" with God? This 
partner ship is that which exists between a father  
and his son. T hey both share all the provisions of 
the father. We note, however, that this partnership 
with God is conditioned upon walking "in the light"; 
that is, "in the T ruth" ( in word and in deed we 
conform ourselves to the T ruth). Cf. I Jno. 1:7. 

AN  EXPOSITORY DICTIONARY 
OF  NEW TESTAMENT WORDS  

W. E. Vine  
This book is a valuable wor k to the Bible student. It is a 
standar d wor k based upon a firm textual and gr ammatical 
f oundation with r enderings of the wor ds and phrases of 
the New T estament from both Authorized and Amer ican 
Revised Ver sions, and against the backgr ound of the 
original Greek. It is a dictionar y, a concor dance, and a 
commentar y in one volume. Price— $11.95 

WORD  PICTURES  IN 
THE  NEW TESTAMENT 

A. T. Robertson 
A six volume set of scholar ly wor k made clear  even to 

the r eader  who knows little or no Greek. It is a ver se by 
ver se study of the New T estament with wor d pictur es that 
show a l l  shades of meanings to the various wor ds used. 
E ver y pr eacher  and teacher  should possess a set of these 
books. Sold only in sets. 
Price— $22.50 

THE  TRUTH  ABOUT 
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISM 

Her e at last is the long-awaited 
definitive volume on SDA. Gr eeted by 
Dr. Wilbur M. Smith, Dr. Andrew 
Blackwood, Dr. Lloyd Kalland, Dr. W. A. 
Criswell, Dr. E. Schuylers English, Dr . 
Merrill C. Tenney, Dr. Ver -non Gr ounds, 
Dr. Bob Pier ce and other  evangelical 
leader s for its thor oughness, objectivity 
and fairness. 
P r i ce- - $3.50  
 



Page 10 
  

". . . THEY REHEARSED ALL THAT COD HAD DONE WITH THEM . . ."— Acts 14:27  

HERE AND THERE  IN 63  

Jas. P. Miller 
T he f i rst meeting of  the new year  f ound me at 

Palm River in the outskir ts of  T ampa. Buddy Meyer 
is the faithful pr eacher  and the church is a good one. 
T his is one of  about 25 sound congr egations in and 
ar ound T ampa. T he house was about  f i l led every 
night and inter est in the meeting was high. I  closed 
the meeting on Satur day night, Februar y 2nd, and 
star ted with the L ake Wir e congr egation in 
L akeland, Florida, February 3rd. Thomas G. Butler 
has been pr eaching f or  the L ake Wir e chur ch 
longer than I have been at Seminole. Br other  
Butler  i s sound in the faith and has steer ed a sur e 
course in L akeland. Byron Conley, veteran pr eacher  
of Flor ida, will hold our  spring meeting Mar ch 24 
thr ough 31. T he Seminole location is Rome Avenue 
and Wis-hart  Boulevar d. I f  the L or d wills I will be 
with the br ethren at Antioch on T ampa's east side 
beginning March 31st. Young Charles Murray is the 
preacher  and the building is located just off  301 
going east  out of T ampa. Nor th  Miami in Miami, 
Florida, where Bobby Thompson is doing such a 
good work is on the schedule for  April 7th thr ough 
14th. All who ar e in Miami at that time ar e invited 
to meet with this splendid congr egation. I will be in 
Owensbor o, Kentucky in May and in Dickson, 
T ennessee in June as the L or d wills. Watch 
SEARCHING T HE SCRIPT URE S  f or  the t ime and 
place. 

* * * 
T he MacDill congregation in T ampa with Colon 

Williamson as the pr eacher  have baptized several in 
the last few weeks . . . .  T hree f r om one family . . . .  
T he Downtown church in L awr encebur g, T ennessee, 
has pur chased pr oper ty next to the building in an 
ef f or t  to solve the par king pr oblem. T his is also true 
of the L ake Wir e Congr egation in L akeland wher e 
Thomas G. Butler labors. Older  congregations in 
downtown ar eas ar e making pr ogr ess ever ywher e 
along this line . . . .  Barney Keith to be with the 
church in Fultondale, Alabama, in a meeting Mar ch 
3-10. Bill Lambert began his f our th year ther e in 
Januar y. T hey aid in the support  of  sever al pr each 
ers among whom are Gene Robinson in West Holly 
wood, Florida, and Ben Shropshire in Honolulu, Ha 
waii ___ H. E. Phillips, editor  of  SEARCHING T HE  
SCRIPTURES, pr eached in a meeting at Cullman, 
Alabama, where Richard Weaver works March 3-8 
. . . .  James Jones, planning to go to Norway to 
pr each the gospel, was the speaker in Orlando 
churches last month . . . .  Walter Henderson 
preacher  at Clermont, Florida, r epor ts 71 pr esent a 
f ew weeks ago. Clermont is one of the most 
beautiful little cities in the state of  Florida. Br ethren 
inter ested in moving to the state should consider  it 
. . . .  T he chur ch in St. Cloud, Flor i da, r ecently 
had a dif fer ent speaker  ever y night in a meeting. 
Junior Glass is the pr eacher. . . . Robert Welch is 
now wor king in Springfield, Missouri, with the 
chur ch that meets at Cher okee and Weller .  Bob 
made this 

move from Nacogdoches, T exas . . . .  James P. 
Needam pr eached in a meeting at Blytheville, 
Ar kansas, in February. Progress is being made on 
the building f or the congr egation wher e he pr eaches 
in L ouisville now meeting at 4615 T aylor  Boulevar d 
. . . .  Grover  Stevens wor ked with the Park 
Boulevar d church in L ouisville in a meeting ther e in 
February . . . .  Frank Jamerson, who did a fine work in 
Richmond, Vir ginia, to take the wor k at Wendall 
Avenue in L ouisville wher e Steven formerly labor ed 
. . . .  One baptized and two r estor ed at Belmont 
Heights in T ampa wher e J. T. Smith pr eaches the 
last  Lor d's Day in Januar y . . . .  Albert Kipp and 
Clyde Barnes new elders at West Bradenton, Florida. 
Oaks Gowen is the pr eacher  ther e . . . T he same 
is t rue of  other  congr egations over  the land as 
brethren regroup and go forward . . . .  Bill Reeves in 
Miami busy t ranslating mater ial and writing 
material in Spanish for the wor k with L atin people 
. . . .  T he Westvue congr egation in Mur f r eesbor o, 
T ennessee, wher e Dave Bradford wor ks helping 
support  Leo Rogol in Cher rytr ee, Pennsylvania, 
Donald Kline in Huntington, Pennsylvania, Howard 
McCut-cheston in T iffin, Ohio, Windell Wiser at Big 
Stone Gap, Vir ginia, and W. C. Hinton in 
Nishinomiya, Japan . . . .  Lloyd Nash a color ed 
pr eacher  suppor ted by Leonard Tyler and the 
brethr en at 1212 Pine Bluf f ,  Ar kansas, in a meeting 
with the color ed chur ch in that city. T yler 's 
bulletin constantly tells of progress being made in 
the wor k in that section. T wo baptized on the 17th of  
January . . . .  Marshall Patton of Orlando and 
Question and Answer  editor  of  SEARCHING T HE  
SCRIPTURES in a good meeting with Harold Dowdy 
in Jacksonville, Florida, Marietta congr egation. Five 
baptized in this ef f or t  . . . .  New elders at Seminole 
in T ampa are Stacy Norman and Edwin Owens. 
T hese men serve with E d D. Sweet and I. A. 
Newman making the number  f our  elder s and 11 
deacons. New deacons ar e Dr. Wayne Lafferty, Joe 
Stephenson and O. W. Matthews . . . Rufus Clifford 
at North Street in T ampa March 10th beginning . . . 
Cecil Douthitt is moving to High Springs, Florida, to 
wor k with the new congr egation ther e. His new 
addr ess is P. 0. Box 1005, High Springs, Florida.  

H. E. Phillips, T ampa, Fla.— My meeting with the 
4 th  S t reet chur ch in Cullman, Alabama closed 
Mar ch 8. In spite of the flu epidemic in that section 
of Alabama and the sickness of a number  o f  
families the attendance was excellent thr oughout 
the meeting. T he mor ning audience incr eased each 
day f r om the f i r st. T his congr egation is sound in 
the faith and has had some of the best pr eaching 
possible thr ough the years. Lindsey Allen labor ed 
with this congregation in 1942-46, Marshall E. 
Patton in 1946-52, E. L. Flannery in 1952-53, Robert 
Pressnell in 1954-58, Jack Holt in 1958-61, and 
Richard Weaver began wor k ther e in 1962. At 
pr esent Richar d Weaver is doing a fine wor k with 
this good church. T hey have  a  daily r adio  
pr ogr am  and  distr ibute 
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widely a  fine monthly paper  called "Walking By 
Faith." 

Preachers attending the meeting from Cullman 
County were: Edward Bragwell of Hanceville, Doyle 
Bullard of Simcoe, Kelton Whaley of Vinemont, J. E. 
Williams of Valley Grove, Arthur Thomas of 
Prospect, Paul Terry of N. W. Corinth, Wayne 
Chappell of Wheeler's Grove, Roland Persall of 
Chances Cross Road, and brother Weaver who 
preaches at 4th Street in Cullman. Brother Doyle 
Bullard did a fine job in directing the singing each 
evening. Preachers who attended from out of the 
county were: Ralph Gregg of Athens, Ala., Sam 
Binkley of East Side in Athens, Granville Tyler of 
Somerville Road in Deca-tur, Ala., Tom G. O'Neal of 
McArthur Heights in Parrish, Ala., Lee Gunter of 
Stevens Ave. in Hunts-ville, Ala., Asa Plyler of 
Jasper, Ala., Don Fultz of Athens, Ala., Baxter  Evans 
of Lacy Springs, Ala., Dennis Reed of Berney 
Point, Birmingham, Ala., Jack Frost of Englenook, 
Birmingham, Ala., Hollis Creel of East Albertsville, 
Ala., Everett Conn of Mt. Zion, Limestone, Ala., and 
James E. Gunn of Garden-dale, Ala. These preachers 
are sound in the faith and preach the word without 
fear in this section of Alabama. It was a pleasure to 
be associated with brother Weaver  and this good 
chur ch in this meeting.  

Earl Fly, Orlando, Fla.— Our work here goes well. 
Attendance, contr ibutions and interest are all 
increasing and plans are made for greater works this 
year. We now help in supporting four other 
preachers and will probably increase this number 
this year. James R. Cope will be in a meeting at 
Holden Heights in Orlando Apr il 1-7. Services will 
be at 7:30 each evening. 

L. A. Mott, Jr., Gainesville, Ga.— T he work here 
is the best and most satisfying one I have had so 
far. Plenty of opportunities to teach are here. I will 
be disappointed if we do not see quite a bit of growth 
here. 

FLORIDA COLLEGE —  FORMERLY FLORIDA 
CHRISTIAN COLLEGE 

James R. Cope 
Under date of February 24 the Sunday Tampa 

Tribune carried the following story which we believe 
will be of widespread interest: 

"Flor ida College is the new name of Florida 
Chr istian College, President James R. Cope 
announced during a progress report concluding the 
annual lecture ser ies last week. 

"At the same time, Cope told 700 in the audience 
at Hutchinson Memor ial Auditorium that Paul 
Hutchinson, donor of the auditor ium in 1957, has 
signified his intention to leave his entire estate to 
the junior  college. 

"An E l Centro, Calif., businessman, Hutchinson 
prefaced his gift with the statement that 'I have 
more confidence in the college today than when I  
made the or iginal gift and am delighted to see that 
others have been inspired to help also.' 

"Cope announced two other bequests at the same 
time and declared that increased support by Tampa 

area businessmen is 'an indication of local 
confidence in the college.' 

"He pointed to a gift of $10,000 for the surfacing 
of the large parking lot near the auditorium and 
other  resurfacing on the campus as one such 
bequest and to John T . Lewis' gift of a valuable set 
of per iodicals to the school. 

"Lewis is from Birmingham, Alabama. 
"Cope said college officials intended to change the 

name of the junior  college for  a number of years and 
that confirmation was received from Tallahassee 
recently. 

NOT CHURCH SUPPORTED 

"Commenting on the name change, Cope said the 
'Chr istian' in the name 'leaves many people under 
the impression that the college is church supported 
and church controlled, whereas neither of these 
conclusions is accurate.' 

"Flor ida College was used f requently as the 
school's name dur ing the formative years, he 
declared and letterheads or iginally car r ied that 
name before the school opened. 

"T he junior  college president said the primar y 
reason for including 'Chr istian' in the school name 
probably had been to emphasize character training 
and 'a study of the Bible as a required part of the 
curriculum. 

" 'I would like to make it clear that the dropping 
of the term 'Chr istian' from the name does not mean 
that we have in any sense altered our emphasis upon 
the Bible as the basis for  char acter  building.  

" 'T his institution is not a theological seminar y 
but a standard junior college with the Bible offered 
as required study of those who attend.' " 

"Hutchinson descr ibed 'an investment in Flor ida 
College today as an investment in the America of 
tomorrow' and said the 'greatest joy of my life has 
been to see the great pleasure and appreciation of 
these young people.' 

" 'I  enjoy seeing the good that this money has 
done. People should not wait until they die to put 
their money to work for young people.' 

"Flor ida College will embark on another  'first' 
later this year, Cope announced, with its f irst 
complete summer  session on June 17. 

"At that time, he said, the college will offer  
freshmen courses along with a college readiness 
program for students who wish to correct high 
school deficiencies in order to obtain full college 
acceptance. 

"The Flor ida College summer session will feature 
make-up courses for sophomores, Cope said." 

CONCERNING WILLS AND DEEDS IN 
FAVOR OF FLORIDA COLLEGE  

James R. Cope 

Under date of February 28, the Honorable Richard 
W. E rvin, Attorney General of the State of Flor ida, 
wrote me as follows regarding the effect that the 
name change would have on wills and deeds: 

"I believe that this change would not affect a will 
which provides a legacy to your college since I 
assume it could easily be established that although 
the 



 

 

charter  has been amended to change the name of 
the institution it is still the same institution. 

"It may well be, however, that individuals who 
have made a will leaving a bequest to the college 
will wish to make this correction regarding the 
present name of the institution in their wills. 

"In the event that some of these benefactors will 
wish to know whether or not the change in name 
implies a change in the general purpose of the 
institution, you might consider writing to them so 
that possible misunderstanding will be avoided." 

College officials will be glad to discuss details 
regarding wills and deeds with persons desir ing to 
favor  Flor ida College by these means. T he estates 
of donor s of tangible and intangible proper ty 
through wills and deeds may enjoy definite tax 
savings while their donors live. Persons interested 
in this matter  should address James R. Cope, Flor ida 
College, Temple Terrace, Florida. 

DR. J. M. ALL EN   PASSES  
Alton E lliott 

Dr. J. M. Allen was 
born August 6, 1896, and 
passed away Februar y 
13, 1963. Services were 
held at the church 
building in Dade City, Fla. 
The body was buried in 
the Lecanto Cemetery in 
Le-canto, Fla. 

Dr. Allen had been a 
Chr istian for over  50 
years, having been 
baptized into Chr ist by 

the late W. A. Cameron. Brother Allen spent his 
life in devout service in the kingdom of God, 
helping and preaching for  small and weak 
congregations in the general area of his home. The 
cause of his death was a heart  attack. 

TRY TO STOP  IT  

J. T . Smith, Tampa, Fla. 

There is much disturbance today in the Lord's 
church over the radio and TV program "Herald of 
T ruth". When the Highland Church of Chr ist in 
Abilene, Texas, announced the beginning of this 
program, they alleged that it was to be presented 
each week for the purpose of preaching the gospel 
in places where there were no congregations of the 
Lord's people. 

Today, however, there is a vast difference in the 
program from what it was when it first began. There 
are actually two noticeable differences today from 
what it was when it had its bir th. Fir st, they 
preached the gospel when it began. ( I f  you think 
they still do, watch their program on TV and see 

if you can distinguish between it and the 
Chr istophers' or any other Sectar ian program on TV.) 
Second, they are presenting their program in many 
places where the Lord's church has been firmly 
planted, and men and women in that city are 
proclaiming Jesus as the Chr ist ever y day. In 
many of these places, not only do these brethren 
teach from house to house and from the pulpit, but 
also they teach by means of radio and TV. Yet, 
Highland continues to broadcast and Telecast their  
"church splitter" each week. 

Pleas have been made to the elders of the 
Highland Church of Christ in Abilene, Texas, to 
discontinue the program because of its un-
scr iptural design and also for the trouble it is 
causing in the Lord's church, but to no avail. 

Brethren, may I  suggest at least one possible 
reason for their not being willing to discontinue it? 
T he Highland elders COULD NOT STOP IT IF 
THEY WANTED TO. It (H.O.T.) is bigger than the 
Highland church. In fact, the Highland church 
sustains the same relation to the H.O.T . that 
thousands of other congregations hold. Highland 
makes a contribution to it ever y month just like 
many others do, and that contribution (according to 
the financial report of the H.O.T.) is less than one per 
cent of the total contr ibution made to the H.O.T. Not 
only this, but the Herald of T r uth has its OWN 
OFFI CE  FORCE, hires and maintains its OWN 
PRE ACHERS, has its OWN TREASURY and 
sends out its OWN FINANCIAL REPORT EACH 
YEAR. Therefore, if Highland should decide to 
stop being a "smoke screen" for this junior 
Missionary Society, all it would have to do would be 
to find another congr egation willing to "front" for  
it and donate it one per cent. 

So, not only have they created a monster  that 
cannot be stopped, they only provide about one per 
cent of its food and have to send one of their  elders 
all over the country to beg other congregations for 
food (money) to feed the monster. Hence, to the 
elders at Highland in Abilene we extend the same 
words of caution that we would to the children at 
Halloween, "Look out, or the H.O.T . will get you." 

 

 

 




